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				Preface

				This journey began for me fifty years ago when, although having been brought up within a non-religious family, Jesus knocked on the door of my eleven-year heart. This was during my first year at Grammar school, way back at the beginning of the seventies. A Christian teacher, who was a leader in a Christian youth organisation that was called the Crusaders at this point in time,1 did an excellent job. He managed to encourage a good majority of my year group to go along to the Sunday afternoon Crusader meetings. Here, we were given a sound evangelical presentation of the Gospel each week as well as enjoying the opportunity to hang out together and have fun with my peers. There was also a regular house party over the Easter weekend and a summer camp in Cornwall to enjoy as eleven or twelve-year-old lads. 2

				It was Easter 1971 and I was at the house party on the border between the two counties of Hampshire and West Sussex. The week-end was being held in a large old boarding school set within large grounds which included a football pitch, which was very important for us all at this time. Over the weekend as I was exposed to the Gospel messages in the evening meetings and also exposesd to the quality 
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				of the people around me. They shone. Something was stirring deep within me. Before the end of the weekend I felt a need to ask my dormitory leader to have a chat about this unshakeable realisation that I needed to respond to what I was hearing-just listening was not enough. He suggested that we go through a booklet called ‘Journey into Life’ together. At this moment, indeed, a journey into a new life did begin as I prayed the prayer at the end of the booklet and things have never been quite the same since.

				In the intervening years I was able to read the whole Bible in a year, admittedly it was the Living Bible. I was persecuted at school for being an annoying Bible basher, even suffering physical violence on one occasion, it was rough at the grammar school. I was baptised into the Baptist church at 16 but felt uneasy about the idea of becoming a church member, surely that happened at the cross, I thought. This simply did not ring true for me from my limited understanding of scripture. So, I didn’t. I was, soon after this, baptised in the Holy Spirit in a meeting at the local Anglican Church and received the gift of tongues.

				However, at this point the journey began to go wrong for me. At seventeen both my parents developed cancer, the church didn’t approve of my new-found ‘extremism’ and the world was becoming more and more alluring to me. At nineteen I was backslidden, developing into a long-haired hippy and studying Biblical Studies at Sheffield University, which did not go so well-who says God doesn’t have 
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				a sense of humour. A journey into life without God was beginning. However, He never let me go-too far.

				Five or six years later and having played the hippy very hard and even living for a short while in a commune, Dad was there for me. I mean here my natural father who, on one May morning, turned up at the front door of a dismal high rise in the Midlands, in which I had been surviving for a few months, to collect his lost and lived out son and take him home. However, having returned to live at home with my ever so accepting and loving parents, Father God then stepped in, welcomed me home to Himself and was able to put me and my life back together again.

				Wonderfully, Jesus knocked again at the door of my heart and soon He had provided those I needed to help to begin sorting out my journey and adding me to the exciting place that was the church in the early eighties. Within a short time, I had even found Daniela who would become my lovely wife and mother of my two beautiful daughters, Sophie and Josie. The Lord lead me to settle again in the north and we became actively involved in a house church and this was, for a time, a very positive time for developing gifting and ministry.

				Like many others at this time the church fully embraced and experienced the ministry of John Wimber, which morphed into the Toronto ‘blessing’ and then on into Pensacola. Eventually, it became clear that there was something wrong not just with the hyper charismatic experientially based direction 
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				in which the church was moving but also with the increasingly dictatorial style of the leadership under which the flock were being increasingly spiritually controlled. We left the house church at the end of the nineties and I was then able to return to my studies and to complete my degree through the Elim Pentecostal Bible College, that at the time was based in Nantwich, Cheshire. I now had a bit of paper, which meant I could get a ‘proper’ job at the age of forty. I have been a teacher at a college for disabled young people ever since.

				To cut a long story short, a new journey also began at this time as the Lord gathered folk around us and, we eventually planted a church in particularly needy part of our town. However, it was the late noughties, and the spirit of Jezebel kicks in and the church implodes. We are left to once again lick our wounds and to reflect on what has happened and to ask Father why?

				I love the body of Christ, why has this been such a difficult road on which to travel? I was determined to not give upon the church, but in 2012 the Lord took me out of the Sunday system. We had some things to sort out together, actually one huge thing-my heart, and I am still a work in progress and I will always be. However, at least I am balanced, I have a chip on both shoulders, having suffered at the hands of both the church leadership and the flock. At least now I know I am now travelling in the right direction. For it has been in this time that I have learned so much about 
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				the Lord, His people and myself. It has been in this time that I, at last, understood what this journey is all about- to know Him! It has been in this time that the Lord has opened up for me a wonderful picture of a new yet old way forward for the church. And it has been in this time that I have been introduced by the Lord to some very special people who have experienced a similar journey to myself, and who desire the same outcome:

				That he might sanctify and cleanse it [the church] with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

				Ephesians 5: 27

				For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

				2 Corinthians 11:2

				The good news is that new groups are beginning to be gathered together. We are supporting a small group in our home or on Zoom as it is at the moment. This is a new day for a new wineskin. A day for making the bride ready for the bridegroom. A process of heart transformation that sadly seems to lie beyond the purposes of the religious system that is the church today, which is more focused on 
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				building itself rather than the flock. Within the church there is much confusion as to where we are in terms of the plans and purposes of the Almighty and as a consequence the prevailing teaching is suffering and is sadly too often devoid of truth. Therefore, this has been my journey and it is out of this journey and, more importantly, out of what I believe the Father has fed me with over the last five years or so that I would like to share with you some thoughts.

				I would like to thank my long-suffering wife, Daniela, for joining me on the journey. And I would like to thank those who have helped me along the way. David Strauss for helping me find the Lord all those years ago. Peter Worsley and the Crusaders, the Rev. Albert Allen and the Baptist church for helping to give me a good start. Clive Carr, and David Strauss again for picking up the pieces and helping to begin to put me back together again. David and Shirley McEwen and Andrew and Nicky Hole for welcoming me on board, for a while the journey was a good one. Andrew Walmsley for patiently exposing me to the importance of Israel. And, latterly Maurice and Joanna Barratt for helping us to more deeply understand and embrace the purpose of the way in the wilderness. Last, but not least, I would like to thank my now departed dog Charlie for joining me on so many prayer journeys along the canal.

				Notes

				1. They are now called the ‘Urban Saints’.
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				2. Like the Grammar School Crusaders was also an all-boys affair
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				Introduction 

				It was on one Sunday morning a few years ago when the Lord woke me with the phrase ‘the Tabernacle of David’ in my spirit, and as I searched in scripture an exciting possibility was conceived. I began to increasingly recognise what the Lord might be trying to say to me through these passages of Scripture. Moreover, I also began to recognise that potentially this would be significantly relevant to others as well, who are on a similar journey as myself. Therefore, dear reader, what is to follow is little more than a focused bible study on a short passage of scripture, but, hopefully, it will be far more as the Lord is able to apply the revelation here to both your heart, life and, indeed, your experience of church life. Indeed, a passage of scripture that takes us on its own journey from the home town backwater of the disgraced King Saul to court of King David, through a prophecy in the book of Amos through to the very birth of the church in Acts 15.

				And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
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				saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

				Acts 15:15-1

				And beyond this even into the Millennial kingdom of our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ.

				It is important that I establish at this point the essential scriptural prophetic foundation on which all that follows will rest. For James’ interjection at the Jerusalem council, of which the verses above form a part, informs us that the prophecy in Amos 9, to which he is referring, has a direct and distinct application in the establishing and development of the early church in the Gentile world of the first century AD. Simply stated, what James is saying is that is this. What you read in Amos is happening right here and right now through the ministry of Paul and Barnabus. This move of God that was exercising the gathered apostles; the wave of fruitful evangelism and church planting through the Gentile Roman world, is a fulfilment of this prophecy from the ninth century BC. I say ‘a’ fulfilment and not ‘the’ fulfilment of this prophecy, because prophetic fulfilment is cyclical. There can be more than one fulfilment of any given prophecy depending upon God’s purposes for his word.1

				Therefore, moving forwards to our own time my conviction is that 'that' needs to become 'this' again. Two thousand years on, as we seem to be moving ever closer to the end of the end times and the Lord’s return. This a day in which this tabernacle, a sukkah in the original Hebrew, for 
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				the indwelt presence of the Lord God is in need of a serious rebuild. A new building project for the Lord. Taking things back to His original blueprint. A project for which he requires lively living stones 2 to be once again truly built together with the cement of agape love 3 and to once again be a city set on a hill 4, shining out into the darkness of the world 5. However, this will only be achieved as He is able to repair the breaches and restore the ruins, beginning with our own hearts 6. This, therefore, is also a call to return to the closet and to allow Father God to have his way in the secret places of our hearts 7. It is a time for the games to stop and for humble honesty to be the order of the day.

				Why? We need to be ready. The bridegroom is soon returning for His bride 8. Then, Jesus will establish His millennial as King Jesus 9 who sits on the throne of King David within the millennial tabernacle of David, as is described by this verse from the prophet Isaiah:

				And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. 

				Isaiah 16:5

				Moreover, along the way, I believe the Lord desires to lift each one of us to our feet and to encourage us to share the journey. Indeed, this is a journey that only ever uses a narrow way for its gate isn’t wide 10, but for 
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				those who do choose to tread this path the rewards are considerable.

				And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

				Revelation 5: 9-10

				What we will be concerned with here is understanding afresh the Tabernacle of David as captured within the first nineteen verses of 2 Samuel 6 11. And as we move on to explore the Davidic Tabernacle we will find that it starts and finishes with the Ark of the Covenant, which carries the very presence of God, which here is being brought back into the holy city of Jerusalem. The living God has always desired to tabernacle with His people. This was true in the garden and will be true in the New Jerusalem in the eternal state.

				And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

				Revelation 21:3

				However, for Paul this isn’t just a future reality, he 
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				exhorts the church to do what is required so that they might enjoy this reality in the here and now.

				For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

				2 Corinthians 6:16-18

				And ultimately the end will be so much better than the beginning.

				And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto 

			

		

	
		
			
				6

			

		

		
			
				me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

				Revelation 21:1-7

				Indeed, the process to build the Tabernacle of David in our own day will be and can only be the work of the Lord because as He told Peter and the rest of the disciples:

				…I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

				Matthew 16:18

				We cannot understate how important the authoritative words of James in Acts 15 are for us. Let us look again and indeed look afresh at what he says here:

				And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written.After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

				Acts 15:15-17
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				The significance of this does seem to have been largely missed in the two thousand years or so since. What do these words actually mean? What is James actually referring to when he makes this definitive scriptural prophetic comparison? Paul and Barnabus, in Acts 15, are described as having travelled to Jerusalem having been summoned to attend this council of Church leaders. Indeed, they are there to confront the challenge to the freedom of the Gospel. Indeed, a threat that is posed by those who would have had the Gentiles, who had come through to faith and grace in Jesus, forced to adhere to Jewish law and specifically be physically circumcised, if male that is. The conclusion of the council was that the Gentile converts would be spared this painful inconvenience, as James goes on to adjudicate.

				Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 

				Acts 15: 18-19

				However, the actual reference he makes to the prophecy in Amos, prior to this judgement, is not specifically related to this issue at all. The reason that he draws on the two verses in Amos is to give a scriptural context to and understanding of the 
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				move of the Lord God that is actually creating the issue in the first place. The fact that Gentiles, in larger numbers, are coming to the cross and finding salvation and spiritual renewal. Indeed, James is actually responding here to what the apostle Peter has just said.

				And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.

				Acts 15:7-11

				Peter is, himself, referring here to the remarkable process that the Lord took him through at the house of Cornelius to convince him that the Gentiles had a place at the Lord ’s Table 12.

				Therefore, to what aspect of this is James responding? He is actually making a definitive statement that within scripture, indeed within Jewish scripture, there is a prophecy that applies directly to 
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				what is being built by the Lord God in these days. As the Gospel of Jesus Christ is turning the Gentile world of the Roman Empire upside down. What he is saying is that, there was always going to be a spiritual house for the redeemed of the Gentiles. And, he goes on, we can find this in scripture, look at what the prophet Amos tells will happen. The Lord God was not going to leave the Gentile believers homeless. He had a tabernacle for them, indeed, their very own sukkah, the Tabernacle of David. Why do we say this? We say this because scripture itself says this, the version of the scripture quoted here is from the Septuagint and it says:

				That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

				Acts 15:17

				In other words, the Tabernacle of David is the God given spiritual house for the residue of men or the remnant of those Gentiles who seek after the Lord to join Jewish believers in Jesus. Indeed, those who not only seek after the Lord, they find Him. They carry His family name. They have been adopted into the very family of God, through the cross. This is the household of God and this is the Lord’s doing! In the original version in Amos we read the following,

				That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith 
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				the LORD that doeth this.

				Amos 9:12

				In this version, the Hebrew describes the remnant as coming from Edom. This takes us back to the fall out between the two brothers Jacob and Esau. Esau becoming the progenitor of the Edomites and who in type can be understood as typifying the fallen Gentile world. This reference will prove helpful as we explore the narrative in 2 Samuel 6. The essential idea, however, remains and so does the profound truth that lies behind the authorative interjection of James in Acts 15. The Gentile believers have been brought into the household of God and have been provided a dwelling place the Tabernacle of David, which we idenfity as the ekklesia or church. The human world now is to be compartmentalised into three groupings, as is defined by the Apostle Paul, …

				Jews, … Gentiles, and … the church of God 13.

				However, moving on our concern rests with the phrase that has been highlighted in the text above. This dwelling place was, is and has been given for the residue of men within which to achieve a certain thing. As described here by Peter, this is a place where there will be a gathered group of humanity that is able to demonstrate to the rest of the world that the human heart can be both saved and purified. Indeed, a gathering within which a quality of selfless love will define all those dwelling within 
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				this Tabernacle as true disciples of Jesus.

				A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

				John 13:34-35

				The interesting aspect of the prophecy in Amos and its application in Acts is that the Tabernacle of David is described as being in need of rebuilding, and restoration. What does this mean? We might ask the question, how this aspect of the prophecy applied to the situation two thousand years ago when the church was born? What aspect of this was a rebuild? When had the Tabernacle of David been a reality prior to this? However, as we assess the situation today with the religious institution that is the church, perhaps the need for some level of rebuilding and restoration is well over due?

				And our conviction and contention here is that the church does require to be built again, sadly, largely from scratch and this will begin through a gathering together of a few, as it was for David.

				David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel… 

				2 Samuel 6:1
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				Indeed, it is a process that has already begun; there is a sense today that people are looking for something new and, yet, something that is actually at the same time, old.

				Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.

				Matthew 13:52

				The hope here is that we might find once again a reality of spiritual truth within the Christian life and experience which is marked by a true expression of the Lordship of Christ and agape love in the Church, by which we mean the body of believers who truly carry His name in their heart and in their lives.14 This needs to be a reality that is expressed in and through a people who desire a deeper walk with the Lord, to walk a journey as disciples, not merely following the crowd. This is the journey we will be describing, as we walk with David from Gibeah to Jerusalem. And once there, we will discover what it is that the Lord will have us be and have us do as He rebuilds the timeless yet timely Tabernacle of David in and through us in our own day. 

				Let us go 'Back to the Future' together

				Notes
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				1. Isaiah 58: 11

				2. 2 Peter 2: 5

				3. John 13: 34, 35; 15: 12,17; Romans 12: 10; 13: 8; 

				Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 4:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:2; 4:9; Hebrews 10: 24; 1 Peter 1: 22; 3: 8; 1 John 3: 11, 23; 4: 7, 11, 12.

				4. Matthew 5: 14

				5. Isaiah 60: 1, 2

				6. Matthew 5: 8

				7. Matthew 6: 6

				8. Ephesians 5: 27; 2 Corinthians 11: 2

				9. Revelation 20: 4

				10. Matthew 7: 14

				11. It does need to be noted that there are two accounts of the story of the journey of the Ark from Gibeah to Jerusalem, 

				2 Samuel 6 and 1 Chronicles 13; 15: 26-16. It is the account in 2 Samuel 6 that will be followed here.

				12. See Acts 10

				13. 1 Corinthians 10: 32b.

				14. The word translated ‘church’ in the New Testament in the Greek , apart from one instance in James where it is synagogue, is the Greek term ‘ekklesia’ which literally means ‘the called out ones’.
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				Chapter 1

				The Journey into Death: 

				the Death of Self

				2 Samuel 6: 1-14

				In this chapter we are going to explore the various elements of this story and to start to unlock the spiritual symbolism that they provide for us as we begin to make our way through this passage of scripture.

				1. The Journey

				Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims.

				2 Samuel 6:1-2

				David begins his journey in Gibeah, as he collects the Ark of the Covenant, from where it has been left and left largely unused for the whole time that Saul was on the throne of Israel. Gibeah being King Saul’s home town and the seat of his power during 
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				his reign. Metaphorically, the picture that is being painted for us here is that Saul is the king after the flesh. As quite literally he is describe in the following terms:

				And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people. 

				1 Samuel 9:2

				Further, the presence that is contained within the Ark of the Covenant now belongs to the true king, who is David. Therefore, in the same way we understand that King David represents the king after the spirit. David in this regard, is described in scripture as a man who was after the Lord God’s own heart .1 Moreover, it is he who is now tasked with carrying this living presence of the Lord God of the garden and of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and then of Moses to his city, Jerusalem, so that it can take its rightful place at the heart of the new Davidic nation of Israel. The beating heart of the Lord God being placed at the heart of the nation.

				In application, we do need to understand that this metaphor is representative of our own spiritual journey as followers of Jesus, learning how to carry His presence in our lives. The journey of discipleship that we each have to make from the place of our 
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				salvation and onward towards our call home. It is a journey of constant change and adjustment as we increasingly understand our calling to follow the master, Jesus Christ.2 To understand His call to obedience, understand the need to walk in the fear of the Lord and to walk in His wisdom.3 To take on His yoke and to learn from Him in all things.4 To mortify the flesh by His Spirit, 5 and to be bearers of the good fruit of His Spirit.6 To understand that our journey has stepping stones which are the beatitudes by which we take on the nature and character of Christ, so that like John the Baptist we become less and He becomes more.7 To both learn and become a living example of the doctrine of Christ, 8 such that Christ can be read in you like a letter.9 This is the narrow way, 10 this is the way of sanctification,11 because this is the highway of holiness.12

				The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing… And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 

				Isaiah 35: 1-8

				This a desert journey. A journey where the Lord has provided for us a place of shelter. Just as the 
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				children of Israel celebrated once a year the shelter and sustenance provided for them as they crossed their own wilderness for forty years at the Feast of Tabernacles we are also encouraged to find our own shelter or sukkah for the journey. A dwelling place of intimacy, peace and security where we can also be sustained by Father God on way through even the most desolate terrain; indeed, our own closet. 13

				In Genesis 9:27 we read the following interesting prophetic phrase, God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem…

				What does this mean? Japheth represents in terms of the development of mankind the part of the human family which became the Gentile world. This prophecy seems to suggest that the Gentile world will develop to dominate and that they will find a dwelling place in the tents of the Shem, or the children of Israel. What are the tents of the children of Israel? The tents of the children of Israel can perhaps be identified and listed as the tabernacle of the congregation, both the outer ohel and the inner mishkan, the tabernacle of David and the sukkah.

				In Amos 9 we read the following prophecy,

				In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and 
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				of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this. 

				Amos 9:11-12

				What we are being told here is that in the end times a remnant of Edom 14 or the Gentile world who are called by the name of the Lord, i.e. Christians, will be made to dwell within a restored tabernacle of David. The interesting element to this is that the actual Hebrew word that is used for tabernacle here is 'sukkah' and not the usual word ohel. Therefore, this restored tabernacle will be a flimsy, transient and ephemeral structure. However, it will be a strong enough shelter to enable us to make our way through the desert of our lives no matter what we might encounter. We do need to understand that there are two out workings of this for us, we have the corporate tabernacle where we gather together with others and we have the individual tabernacle where we meet individually and regularly with the Father. 15 Both tabernacles are 'sukkot', both are flimsy yet both are wonderfully secure in the Lord. And both will sustain us as we make our journey through the desert.

				Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion (Sukkah) from the strife of tongues. 

				Psalm 31:19-20
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				Although we stand alone before the Lord, this is a journey we make with others and it is a journey which leads us to a place where can regularly share His presence with others; this place being the tabernacle of David. Indeed, the rebuilt tabernacle of David in our own time which will be an experience and reality of body life that will enable each of us to find and exercise our measure of faith and gift of grace, as God sets each of us into the place he has for us within the true Body of Christ. It is here that we will be supported to come through to perfect maturity in Christ by and through the ministry and support of others. More of this below.

				What do we see when we look out towards the desert and the way ahead of us that the Lord desires to lead us?

				And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 

				Exodus 16:10

				Do we see the cloud beckoning us forward? Do we need to know that His glory waits for us as we follow His leading as we walk with Him each step of the way-His way for our lives?

				Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of 
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				Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals.

				2 Samuel 6:1-5

				2. The Ark

				….to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims.

				2 Samuel 6:2b

				We believe that the Ark is symbolic of the living reality of God, experienced through His Holy Spirit. Indeed, a symbolic representation of the heart of the believer. The Ark is our heart within which we each carry not just the presence, but we are just like the original Ark as we are now the actual place of meeting between God and man, the place of friendship that Moses had enjoyed. We have the perfect place where 
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				this conversation can now happen.

				And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony… 

				Exodus 25:22

				Can we hear the words of the Lord here as He speaks to His disciples?

				And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

				John 14.16,17; 16.13

				The Ark also contained within it the tablets containing the Ten Commandments, commandments which we are told are now written on our hearts:

				After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

				Jeremiah 31:33b
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				It also contained a pot of manna, the spiritual food from heaven which finds its total fulfilment in Christ.

				I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 

				John 6:48-51

				As believers we have eaten of the bread of life, Jesus Christ, and have taken, therefore, from the tree of life and now have eternity in our hearts

				The last item to be found in the Ark was the rod of Aaron, a piece of the almond tree that miraculously sprouted and overnight produced fruit to demonstrate that Moses and Aaron carried the authority of The Lord. In the same way it is in our hearts that we must carry His Lordship and in meekness, humility and love to walk before him into His fruitfulness in our lives.

				Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
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				and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

				2 Peter 1:2-8

				This is the Ark of the new covenant that is being brought back into the midst of His people, the body of Christ, across the world in these days. So that it can find its true place at the heart of a called out and gathered people and to empower the spiritual health of the end time Body of Christ and enable it to be prepared for the return of the true King, Jesus. Who are learning once more how to walk the narrow path of discipleship and to be made ready as part of the bride for the return of the bridegroom.

				3. The New Cart

				And they set the ark of God upon a new cart,

				2 Samuel 6:3

				As the story moves on, we find that David has decided that the ark is to be transported ‘upon a new 
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				cart’. It is important that we notice that this journey from the outset was to be accompanied by worship. It would have made quite an impact as this newly painted cart carrying the golden ark and the worship band playing the latest psalm as loudly as they could, made their way out of Gibeah. Then, there would have been the dancing around the cart as well. Surely, this would be what God would want from his worshipping people? Surely, this is the way to carry his presence for the world to see; loud, new and very shiny? What could go wrong? And the new cart was to be pulled by oxen, surely, the latest form of philistine transport would be just what this important task requires?

				It is important that we do understand the symbolism here in this narrative as it carries truths that we are attempting to unlock for our own time and our own spiritual context. Having recognised the importance of the journey and the Ark, we now turn our attention to the vessel upon which the presence of God is to be transported, what do we understand the new cart to represent?

				The first point that does need to be made is that the decision to use this mode of transport seems to have been made in the flesh, David is merely following the way this task of carrying the Ark had already been done. This was wrong tree territory. The Ark of the Covenant had already been on a journey, and had already been transported along the rutted paths of Israel.
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				Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milch kine, on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves home from them: And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart 

				1 Samuel 6:7-8

				It was the wisdom of the Philistine occultic priests and magicians, no less, that had originally decided that the way to carry presence of the Lord God within the Ark of the Covenant was on a new cart. For David to choose to use the same method of transport was at best worldly thinking and at worst disobedient and sinful. Later on we will discover how this was judged by God.

				However, to relate this story directly to the journey of an individual disciple, we must first of all understand the underlying spiritual picture here. It can be understood as a picture of someone newly saved, coming to terms with their new reality and beginning to make their journey from their old life in the world, leaving their own Gibeah behind and starting to carry the presence of the Lord into their new life. They are on their way but at this stage the choices, decisions and modes of behaviour still carry much of their old life. Therefore, the way that they decide to carry the presence, the way that they try to live in accordance with their new heart will be tainted by the place they are leaving. They will try hard to do the best they can to walk in newness of life. They will, therefore, provide the best looking new cart they 
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				can muster to carry the presence within the Ark of their heart. They will try their hardest to be strong and in control, they will endeavour to attend all the meetings, to pray and to read the Bible. They know they must not miss a day, they have read that a week without prayer makes you weak. They are trying hard to stop smoking and surely the occasional beer is OK, isn’t it? It is all about do, do, do and try, try, try. It is all about keeping the new cart on the road, nothing must fall off this particular pristine wagon.

				The problem we all have when first saved is that it is easy to fall into religion and the chains with which it then binds us. And sadly, many never know any different than this. They never discover that our freedom from the world is the path of an overcomer, as we learn to let go and let God increasingly take control of us and the influence of the world that is still in us. It will take time for us to allow our spiritual man to take precedence over or soulish man, this is the journey. For each of us has two natures once saved, one of the spirit and the other the remnant of the flesh. We are an internal dichotomy, but this will change over time as we walk the path the Lord has set before us. And we can leave the new cart behind and carry the presence in the way that it was always meant to be carried. This is the lesson that still awaited the king.

				If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: that ye put off 
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				concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

				Ephesians 4:21-24

				4. The People

				And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark.

				2 Samuel 6:3

				The narrative tells us that the oxen that pulled the new cart were driven by three men, who are named as Abinadab and his two sons Ahio and Uzzah. Why give us the names? The names of the individuals and places involved in the scriptural narrative actually do shed some important light on underlying truths in any story, as they do here: Abinadab means ‘father is willing’, Ahio means ‘brotherly’ and Uzzah means ‘strength’.

				Again, what are we to learn here about ourselves and the spiritual truths which are contained in this story for us? When each of us is saved, literally three new drivers are released within us.
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				Driver 1 – Father is willing

				We have a God given driver to desire His will for our lives and His will is that we change and become like His Son, Jesus Christ, and to shine. This is what is represented here by the driver, Abinadab.

				We experience the love of the Father as we come into His will and purposes. Indeed, Jesus provides us with a very clear definition of what the Father’s will is for each one of us.

				For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

				John 6:38-40

				Jesus’ whole mission was to simply obey His Father and to do His Father’s will. His Father’s will was that we find salvation, and therefore eternal life, through His Son. Later in John’s gospel Jesus is also recorded as saying this:

				He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall 
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				be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

				John 14:21

				Having received our salvation through faith a response of love is then expected, and out of this love we are challenged to walk in obedience to whatever commands we receive from the Lord, as we work out our salvation. In turn this will avail us of the active love of the Father such that Jesus will be manifested in our lives and we will shine with His light into the darkness that surrounds us. This is also the will of the Father for each of us.

				For this is the will of God, even your sanctification…that every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour 

				1 Thessalonians 4:3a, 4

				Paul describes this process of sanctification in the following way.

				I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

				Romans 12: 1, 2
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				For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world. 

				Philippians 2: 13,15

				But…

				However, prior to us coming to a place of personal revelation concerning the importance of resting in the Father’s will in all things at all times perhaps there is another driver at work which is a distorted version of what is intended. When first saved it easy to be driven not by a love and desire to honour and please Father.

				Instead, we are driven out of religious obligation, as we attempt to please our new found God with doing the right things, and saying the right things. This is religion. Even though in our heart we struggle to get away from feeling the wrong things and in our minds thinking the wrong thoughts. This religious obligation can be a hard task master and it can so easily burn out the newly saved such that the Lord’s light burden has been replaced by the heavy weight of our self-imposed mantra that ‘I must try harder’.

				The driver within us is of a stern Father who is standing over us and looking for opportunities for us to fail and to fall. We wish we simply had 
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				a stronger will then all would be well. This driver has to die in order that we might come into the freedom of the mercy, grace and love of the true Father. A loving Father who does want us to change, but who will help us at each step along the way. If you are feeling weighed down by all your own religious self-effort reflect on these wonderful words of Paul:

				And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

				1 Thessalonians 5: 23-24 

				He is faithful! He will do it!

				Driver 2: Brotherly

				The second driver that impacts us at salvation is represented by the son Ahio, whose name literally means ‘brotherly’ in Hebrew. When we are saved something very important changes and we suddenly have a God given affinity to belong to a strange group of human beings, the body of Christ. We suddenly become family with other believers because we now share the same Spirit, the spirit of adoption. A transformation which is described by Paul twice in his writing.
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				…ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ…

				Romans 8:15b-17a

				…that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

				Galatians 4: 5b-7

				Paul also encourages us to realise that when we are saved we are spiritually connected to a community of love.

				To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

				Ephesians 1:6

				When we are saved we are in dwelt by the Godhead through the Holy Spirit and from that moment we share a spiritual familial connection with all other believers. As Paul expresses it the Holy Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. This does not mean, however, that we also get along with every believer from that moment on, sad to say. However, this profound connection is now a strong driver in terms of what we do and what we think. And developing our capacity 

			

		

	
		
			
				20

			

		

		
			
				to exercise brotherly love is also part of the journey.

				But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 

				1 Thessalonians 4:9

				And as we make progress in Christ it is Father God who is actively developing this capacity, He desires to teach each of us how to love one another. It does need to be learnt, and at times it is a very hard lesson.

				But…

				However, initially it is all too easy for this driver to become a distortion of what it should be. The problem can be expressed in one of two ways or as a mixture of both. We can be driven by either an inclination to be a person-pleaser or by fear of man. With either one the focus of our attention and energy is in the wrong place and with both we are fundamentally serving the interests of man rather than the Father.

				This distorted driver expressed in either of its forms is a symptom essentially of insecurity and a fear of being rejected or of being a disappointment to those who we are looking to impress. Sadly, leaders can use this as a means to develop spiritual control systems under the pretence of being strong. This driver does seriously infect church world and needs to die so 
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				that we are free to develop healthy relationships in the body. Indeed, relationships within which we can begin to learn how to truly love one another. 

				I pray that we can have our eyes opened to this distorted driver, so that we might repent and be set free from its effects. To develop a security in Christ so that:

				...henceforth know we no man after the flesh. 

				2 Corinthians 5:16a

				Driver 3: Strength

				But…

				The final driver is represented by Uzzah whose Hebrew name means ‘strength’, and it is at times in practice a derivative of the other two drivers. When first saved we have a zeal to both please God and to bless others. This is fine in and of itself, but at this stage of a new believers walk the Lord has not had time to refine us and to develop his nature and character. Therefore, when we step out to do something for the Lord or for the brethren our heart motivation might not be as pure as it needs to be. At this stage our motivation might be one of religious fervour, our trying to please man, or it might come out fleshly ambition and self-pride. This is all new cart and wrong tree territory. This is why ‘strength’ at 
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				this stage of our journey can be problematic. Only if we are willing to humble ourselves and reflect on what we are doing and why we are doing it that things can change in our heart. However, if we are not willing or are not guided in these things by Godly counsel then we will carry on doing things for the Lord and for others from a heart motivation that might cause an individual to climb whatever greasy spiritual pole within church world that they desire to climb, but ultimately these things will not survive the fire of the Judgement Seat of Christ.16 And sadly along the way people will get hurt.

				Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.

				1 Corinthians 3:13

				Therefore, the three drivers, Abinadab, Ahio and Uzzah, in the story can be understood as three of the motivational drivers that might impact the young and not so young believer, and as the narrative develops we will see how this will help us to have a greater understanding of the more challenging elements of the story that await us.

				5. The Worship

				And David and all the house of Israel played before 
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				the LORD on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals.

				2 Samuel 6:5

				The distinctive feature of the worship that is described here is in the number and variety of people and instruments used, all manner of instruments is the actual phrase. However, what we must be aware of is the word translated as ‘play’ here in this passage. It is not the usual word that is used when describing the playing of an instrument with dexterity. 17 Rather the Hebrew word translated here as ‘played’ actually carries a meaning of laughter, the play of children or even mockery, which we are told is before the Lord, such that there was a quality of frivolity about the event. They seem to be in party mode. Therefore, we might define the worship here as being in the flesh. Indeed, what does seem to be lacking is any sense of reverential fear considering the fact that they were carrying the very presence of the Lord God. The essential dichotomy that we are faced with here and, which also faces the church in our own time, is between the flesh and the spirit. And for us as believers endeavouring to find our way with Father this is another part of the journey, as we each need to learn how to become true worshippers. In this section we will identify fleshly worship and its motivation, and in chapter 6 below we will explore what true worship in the Spirit might look like.

				The act of worship lies at the heart of the human 
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				condition. We all have an in built need to worship that which is beyond and which provides for us a context in which we can make sense our world and our existence within it. The writer of Ecclesiastes phrases it in this way.

				He hath made everything beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 

				Ecclesiastes 3:11

				The wording here in the King James’ Version is actually a poor translation, the Hebrew more accurately makes the point that we all have a sense of eternity in our hearts that has been pre-set by God. We all have a need to reach out beyond ourselves to something transcendental, meaning something that is surpassing, something that is exceeding, superior or supreme. This is a pre-existent driver that will potentially help us to find God. This is because we might try and satisfy this need in a wide variety of different ways, particularly with everything that is on offer today in our world, but as Jesus says of Himself:

				I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				John 14:6

				It is only as we find Jesus as our saviour that 
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				we come home to Father God and here we have a Godhead who is truly worthy of our worship. However, it is clear, also from Jesus’ teaching, that Father is concerned with the quality of this worship and it is this that we will be exploring in depth in the later chapter.

				But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

				John 4: 23-24

				Again the picture painted here in this story in 2 Samuel 6 can be understood as a description of the worship of someone who is newly saved. Someone for whom the Lord has not had time to refine and to deal with heart issues that might distort their understanding of and their approach to worship or someone who has never received any challenge that there might be a problem here. Too often, therefore, our worship is pervaded sadly by selfish ambition and pride.

				The current model of corporate worship that is often experienced within the evangelical\charismatic church in the West is increasingly like a performance. The band play loudly from the front, often on a raised stage, and the congregation or audience are encouraged to sing along as the words of the songs 
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				are carried electronically for all to see. Everything is controlled and driven from the front, and has been well practised beforehand. There is a high value on musical professionalism and for the band to sound like the originators of the songs, such as Hillsongs or the Jesus Culture. Indeed, the word culture is an important one here. There does seem to be a worship culture at the moment that could be described as we have it here in 2 Samuel…played…on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals.

				The crucial aspect is where the worship experience is rooted and focused. Who is being worshipped? It seems that too often the worshippers are worshipping for their own ends, like in a worldly pop, rock or even classical concert it is the soul that is soothed or excited. Through the worship experience believers are tapping into the realm of the soul with its feelings and sensations, after all music is purely sound waves which physically effect our bodies. And these sensations are then interpreted to be the Holy Spirit. The Spirit will never feed the soul, the Spirit feeds the spirit. Indeed, we might draw on some of Paul’s teaching here.

				Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the 
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				natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned… 

				2 Corinthians 2:12-14

				Too often our natural man is still dominant and too easily we are drawn into a lie, because we lack the discernment to be able to tell the difference. Sometimes, like David here we can be blind to what we are doing and how far what we are doing is from what it should be. Too often we thoughtlessly assume that the Lord will sanctify whatever we do in the name of the Lord. Just as here in 2 Samuel 6 they believed they could produce a light hearted frivolous party, call it worship and the Lord would be grateful. Perhaps instead of the true worship of spirit and truth what we see here is the worship that is characterised by Paul in Romans 1 as the worship of those who hold the truth in unrighteousness and further those:

				Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator. 

				Romans 1:25a

				There are clear echoes here that can be heard from the story of the golden calf, where they were worshipping the Lord but in a form that was such a distortion of the reality. The Lord God is not a cow, even a cow that is made of gold is still a cow. Just as Jesus is not to be sung to like He is our boyfriend, 
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				which too often true in worship songs today. As we will see, worship is not about turning on the enthusiasm once a week to loud music, it is far more than song singing. Worship is a lifestyle. In the story, there was clearly something profoundly wrong here and it could not continue.

				6. The Prepared Ground

				'And when they came to Nachon's threshing floor'... 

				2 Samuel 6:6a

				The Hebrew here is important as Nachon carries the meaning of something ‘being prepared’. In the story, therefore, David was steadily moving towards a place that had been prepared in advance by the Lord God. It had been prepared for His purposes to be achieved with regards to the new cart, the drovers, the Ark, the worship and most importantly the king himself. The Lord God always does a complete work. Nothing would be the same again. One of the most profound observations in Paul’s writing is found in Ephesians where Paul makes the following statement.

				For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

				Ephesians 2:10

				When we come to Christ we need to understand 
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				that this is not job done, but it is rather, job begun.

				From the moment of our salvation, a work has started, and like on a building site we need to let the builders in. Or as a blank canvas we do need to allow the artist to begin to paint a new picture in our life or as a piece of clay to allow the potter to mould us and make into a new pot.

				Moreover, it is important that we do have an understanding of the transformational process through which the Lord does desire to take us. Our whole life, at work, at school and in the body, wherever we go, whatever we do is now an event full of transformational potential. On this journey, Father will have gone before us and He will have prepared the ground for whatever experience we need to go through so that He will be able to use this for His own ends. This will be according to His will, His purposes and be according to His prepared plan for this stage of our lives. If only we would understand the journey.

				To change from the old us to the new Him in us; Jesus reflected in us and through us by His Holy Spirit working in us.

				These will indeed be good works that carry the creative energy of God to bring about much needed change in us and ultimately also in those around us as His light begins to increasingly shine out of us. A light that is carried on the love, joy, peace, and gentleness of His nature found within 
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				us.

				However, as we will see through the experience of Uzzah, this experience will of necessity at times be painful as we are stripped of the old nature and the strength of self in all its soulish outworking within us? Look at how John the Baptist describes the ministry of the coming Messiah referring to another threshing floor.

				John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable. 

				Luke 3: 16-17

				What we have described here is the judgement believers will receive at the Judgement seat of Christ, which occurs following His second incarnation. However, here the individual believer is described figuratively as wheat that has been harvested, that is then taken through the process of gleaning. A process in which the fruit of the wheat, the grain, is removed from the husk so that it can then be turned into flour and then bread. How will our wheat fare when we go through the Lord gleaning process? How much wheat will we 
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				produce, how much of our fruit will be lasting? How much of what we have tried to achieve will be thrown on the fire and burnt up?

				For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; very man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

				1 Corinthians 3:11-15

				Notice that three of the elements that will not pass the test of fire are wood, hay and stubble. This process occurs where? On the threshing floor. It is here on the threshing floor of the Lord that the fruit of the wheat is set free from the encumbrance of its outer covering and can be seen for what it is. It is better that we suffer the threshing floors of life now rather than be ill prepared for the threshing floor of the Lord later.

				7. The Stumble

				Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the 
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				LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

				2 Samuel 6:6-7

				At Nachon’s threshing floor we are told that one of the oxen stumbles and instinctively one of the drovers puts out his hand to steady the cart. The drover concerned is Uzzah and he is immediately struck down dead by God. On the face of it this does seem a little harsh on Uzzah who was merely doing what anyone of us would have done in his place, trying to steady the Ark as it seemed in danger of toppling off the new cart. However, to understand this situation and why God responded in the way that He did we do need to understand a little of the underlying context.

				The question we do need to ask is; what, according to scripture, makes the Lord God angry? The answer is found in Deuteronomy where on four occasions 18 within this book the anger of the Lord is described and it is always caused by the same thing, which is spiritual adultery. Here we have an example:

				Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you; (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee 
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				from off the face of the earth. Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah. Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD.

				Deuteronomy 6:13-18a

				The Lord God is jealous of the precious relationship that He has with this people, a relationship that he describes in the following terms.

				The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers… 

				Deuteronomy 7:7-8a

				From prophecies found both in Jeremiah19 and Hosea20 we also can understand the relationship between Israel and the Lord God in terms of a marriage:

				…saith the LORD; for I am married unto you 

				Jeremiah 3:14b

				Therefore, for the Lord God to react in anger here it is likely that His jealousy has been offended and 

			

		

	
		
			
				34

			

		

		
			
				that He perceives that what happens at Nachon’s threshing floor is for Him an act of spiritual adultery in some form. And crucially here, His precious presence, His love gift to Israel, which is within the Ark of this covenant, has been violated. However, this is clearly not just about the momentary reactive act of Uzzah, it is the whole situation in the round that has brought such an offence to God, the new cart, the false fleshly worship and now the act of physical violation. This was not the act of a vengeful capricious god, this was the inevitable consequence of a chain of poor choices made out of spiritual immaturity and a lack of understanding and wisdom by the main man in this story, King David. The Lord God had to step in at this point to stop the journey going any further as it was. He had to bring this charade to a standstill so that He could come along side David and help him to learn the lesson of this tragic event. To learn, to be refined and to change.

				Through this journey so far the Lord God had been sorely tempted. Tempted as His Ark had been carried in a way that was actually disobedient or unfaithful to his original commandment, it was being carried as if His presence was a representation of nothing more than any other foreign god. Tempted in the way that He was worshipped on this journey by musicians who did not really know Him or His purposes and who were going through soulish motions as they played. And finally tempted 
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				too far when His presence had been touched by the strength of the flesh, a man thought that God needed his help. A man reached out in his own strength because he had no understanding or faith that God can keep himself from falling.

				The bottom line here for the Lord God was that David had got it wrong. Wilfully or not the King had made choices which in effect had been disobedient to the commands of the Lord God with regards to how this precious cargo of His presence was to be carried. How is disobedience or rebellion described by Samuel when challenging David’s predecessor, King Saul?

				For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

				1 Samuel 15:23

				In Hebrew the terms 'disobedient' and 'rebellious' share the same root, we can understand more clearly where the Lord God’s anger came from and, therefore, we can also understand why He acted against David through the unfortunate Uzzah. The act of disobedience of carrying the Ark inappropriately and against the explicit commands of the Lord God in the eyes of the Lord God was tantamount to an act of idolatry. And we have identified above, idolatry is the one sin which causes the Lord God to become angry.

				Therefore, all this was caused by one man getting it wrong and, therefore, for this man, David, God in 
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				His love broke into his journey in order that He might get David’s attention. Why did God do this? In order that David might be brought into obedience and in order that from this moment on David might do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD. Later we will learn why this was judged to be an act sinful disobedience by the Lord God.

				Therefore, what can we learn here about God’s refining purposes for our own lives? Essentially the words of Paul ring out very loudly and very true here, when he says:

				…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

				Philippians 2:13b

				Let us return to Abinadab and remind ourselves of the meaning of his name, which is ‘father is willing’. And at the outset of this journey we do need to know that our spiritual Father, the God of love, is indeed willing. However, what is He willing for?

				He is willing that we all might die.

				This might seem a little extreme, however, our understanding of the word here is entirely consistent with what Jesus teaches.

				And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
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				and follow me. 

				Luke 9:23

				The death that Father is very willing to see is the mortification of the strength of our self-life. The ‘Uzzahs’ of our self-life. And it is our self-life, our self-pride and our self-love, which is, as we have already seen in the garden, the root of all our sin, and it is this that the Lord bore on the cross and it is this he desires us to crucify on the cross of our lived lives as disciples. This is to be our daily reality if we truly want to come to Jesus and to follow Him.

				As in the armed forces the basic fourteen weeks of service is designed, within a military context, to break down an individual’s own normal self-life. They are not allowed to use any electronic devices to communicate with their old life at home or with the wider world, apart from a single call at the weekends. The whole of their existence is to be subsumed into this new reality so that the old them is broken down in order that whatever part of the armed services they have joined would begin to build a new reality of obedience, following orders and the loss of their independence for the greater good of their group of fellow soldiers, sailors or airmen in their unit.

				Similarly, our new reality is the Lordship of Jesus Christ and our unit is the body of Christ and our ultimate preparation is to be prepared and made ready to serve Him in His Millennial reign which is to come. In the meantime, this now is our basic training. It is indeed interesting that Jesus has his 
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				highest praise for the faith of a trained military man.

				For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

				Matthew 8: 9-1021

				And this is the death that is figuratively represented here, the death of our self-life in Christ. Therefore, the spiritual truth carried within this narrative is that when we attempt to help God out in His purposes in our own strength or in the flesh we are liable to suffer a death. This can be likened to attempting to serve or worship God from the wrong motivation, and here we have the impact of the influence of the wrong tree.

				8) The Breach

				And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perezuzzah to this day.

				2 Samuel 6:7-8
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				Uzzah no doubt reasoned, as he volunteered to take the lead of the droving team that he was in control of this new cart that carried this strange golden box. After all droving carts had been what he had done all his life. From his earliest days growing up in this droving family he can remember walking alongside oxen and carts, however, never quite as nice as this one. Therefore, he had a self-assured confidence in himself and his own strength and his capacity to be able to cope in all situations around a cart and oxen. No matter what happened to this cart and the oxen which were pulling it, he would be there in an instance to sort it out. And as it happened, he was there. However, he was operating out of the wrong place, as had been every element of the journey heretofore and the judgement fell on him and sadly for strong Uzzah a death followed.

				Indeed, a death that David, understandably, takes very personally, and he describes this act of Lord God as a breach upon Uzzah. David may be in reactive mode here, having yet to receive full revelation of what were the over-riding purposes of the Lord God. However, his judgement here does not fall too far short of spiritual truth. After all, what is a breach? As here, the Hebrew word that is consistently translated in the old testament as a ‘breach’ is peretz and the context for its first usage in scripture is interesting and for us potentially illuminating. Let us turn to Genesis 38, where we find the following:
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				And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez.

				Genesis 38:29

				This verse, comes as the culmination of what reads as a secondary narrative to the main direction of scriptural travel as we have just witnessed in the previous chapter Joseph being sold into slavery and taken to Egypt. Here we have a strange tale of cross generational illicit love through which Joseph’s elder brother impregnates his daughter in law, one Tamar. Therefore, in this verse we are present at the birth of the resultant progeny from this immoral liaison. There are twins and the birth is complicated by the fact that wrong son receives the blessing of being recognised as the first born. The natural order of things has been disrupted. The way this birth should have happened did not happen and there were therefore consequences from this time moving forward. This is what is described here as a breach – peretz. And this is also carried forward in the name of the child in question who lost out on his birth right – Pharez.

				What we can glean from this is that essentially whenever there is a break from the natural or Godly order there, potentially, is a breach. Moreover, there will be always be consequences – as poor Uzzah found out first hand to his own cost. The question left for David to work out once he was able to move 
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				beyond his frustration and even anger at God and be receptive to revelation as to what the problem really was here. What was the real reason that Uzzah had to pay the ultimate price with his life? More of this later in the next chapter and, also, as we consider its wider implications in the ongoing ministry of intercession for the end time Tabernacle of David in chapter 12 below.

				As we continue to reflect on this narrative and continue to identify with it for our own walk, we can recognise that our own Abinadab, the Father God, is also willing that we make this journey, this is our journey, however, the journey at all points will be on His terms. He is God and His purposes are being worked out step by step in our lives. Each of us is carrying his precious presence, but we need to be careful how we carry it. There will come times of testing, a stumble or a shaking and it is at these times that we will be shown up for where we actually are in the Lord. If we attempt to steady things in our own strength there will be a death. this will probably be an ongoing process involving many death experiences as we allow our self-life and self-dependency to be stripped away from us and for us to die to self. As Jesus continues to teach:

				For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? 
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				Luke 9:23-25

				The call of a disciple is a call to die, are you willing to die?

				This is the journey!

				Notes

				1 Acts 13: 22

				2 See Matthew 16: 24, Mark 8: 34, or Luke 9: 23

				3 See Job 28: 28, Psalm 111: 10, Proverbs 1: 7; 9.:10; 15: 33 and Isaiah 33: 6

				4 See Matthew 11: 28-30

				5 See Romans 8: 13, 14

				6 See Galatians 5: 22-25

				7 See John 3: 30

				8 See 1 Timothy 6: 3

				9 See 2 Corinthians 2: 2, 3

				10 See Matthew 7: 13, 14

				11 See 2 Thessalonians 2: 13, 14

				12 See Isaiah 35: 8

				13 Matthew 6: 6

				14 Edom is representative of the Gentile world and this is meaning taken by James in Acts 15 and is translated as such in the LXX.

				15 Matthew 6: 6

				16 See 1 Corinthians 3: 11-15

				17 See Ezekiel 33:32

				18 See Deuteronomy 4: 25, 6: 15, 31: 17, and 32: 21
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				19 See Jeremiah 3: 8, 14, 20 and 33: 31-33

				20 See Hosea 2: 16, 19-20

				21 In the following verses (Matthew 8: 11, 12), commenting on this encounter to his disciples Jesus makes a direct allusion to the spiritual connection between this level faith under authority being the key to inclusion in the ruling elite in the Millennial Kingdom both for Jew and Gentile.
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				The Ark at the House 

				of Obededom:

				Learning to walk in wisdom, 

				fear of the Lord and obedience

				So far having begun to recognise that the spiritual picture that is being painted in 2 Samuel 6 for us is nothing less than the journey into true discipleship, we have also seen that it will also be a journey into the death of our self-life. Let us take stock, therefore, of what we have learnt so far concerning the spiritual truths we have explored so far on the journey?

				 Essentially we are being challenged to both wake up to and grow up into the real purposes for our life and walk as a disciple of Christ.

				… seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
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				discern both good and evil.

				Hebrews 5:11b-14

				As we walk before the Lord He will prepare opportunities for us to grow through His testing:

				For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

				Philippians 2:13

				The same idea is expressed in James:

				My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

				James 1:2-3

				By this process we are individually prepared to be made fit for the Lord’s ongoing purposes:

				But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

				James 1:4

				And Paul says:

				For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

				Ephesians 2:10
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				No one said it was going to be pain free

				For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

				Hebrews 12:6-11

				What we are about to find out is that this journey of true discipleship is fundamentally a lesson in learning to fear the Lord and to learn how to walk in this fear with obedience. It is a painful, costly and yet ultimately joyous process that enables us to be partakers of his holiness that yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. And as we will also discover this is the very lesson that David learns here.
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				God has a way of doing things. And we have to do all things His way.

				After all He is God.

				And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perezuzzah to this day. And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and said, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? So David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite. And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household.

				2 Samuel 6:8-11

				As we return to the narrative of 2 Samuel we find that the journey of the Ark takes a time out here as the modus operandi is reassessed by David. He takes time to step back and to reassess the journey and to try and make sense of the death of Uzzah. This incident has changed him and it has also changed his perception of the Lord God. We are going to follow David as he grapples with this unforeseen circumstance. As he slowly, but surely, comes to terms with what has happened, coming to terms with why it has happened and finding a way forward for both himself and more importantly for the Ark and 
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				the presence of the Lord God within. We are told that:

				David was displeased

				Like David, our first response to chastening will always be one of displeasure. We hate being told off and our first response is always the same, one of how dare they say that to me. A response clearly full of misplaced pride. Indeed, it is this first response that will be a clear indication what is actually lurking in our hearts. For David it seems to have gone beyond mere displeasure as the Hebrew word used here actually means to be burning hot with rage. How dare God get in the way of his plans and interrupt the fun he was having. Interestingly, this is the very same emotion that Cain is described as experiencing in Genesis, for the same Hebrew term ‘charah’ is used in both situations.

				But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

				Genesis 4:5-7

				The similarities between Cain, David, and also of each one of us, go beyond the emotional response to 
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				the chastising hand of the Lord God. At these crucial points of Godly intervention in our lives, when things do not go exactly to plan we are faced with a choice. Indeed, the same choice that we are shown that Cain was placed before when his offering was rejected by the Lord God. At this very point, Cain was warned directly by the Lord in His grace that sin lies at the door. What does this mean? Cain could take control of his emotions, his hurt pride and his feelings of rejection and ask the Lord God how he could improve his sacrifice and bring a fresh pleasing offering before Him. Or he could follow after his emotions, his hurt pride and his feelings of rejection and fall into sin. Sadly for Cain this is what he did and his brother suffered the consequences. Likewise David could have followed after his hot displeasure and fallen into sin, such as by continuing the journey much as before. Or he could have given himself time to reflect on the situation, to seek the Lord and to put things right so that he could continue his journey. Perhaps even to ask the question, what are you trying to teach me here Lord?

				We do need to understand that when things go wrong or when things go right God is still God. And if we do believe that his attributes are that He is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere at the same time then we have to accept the rough with the smooth and that both the rough and the smooth are gifts from God to help us on our way. Our way being the journey to become more like His Son, Jesus 
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				Christ, in both nature and character.

				And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

				Romans 8:28

				Do we? Do we really know that all things work together for good? We do have to ask ourselves this very serious question at this point. Or do we have such a distorted view of God that because we believe that He is a God of love that he would not allow anything to come along and get in the way of our journey? Or do we always put such events down to the work of the enemy? The enemy does indeed have a part to play here, but only because the Lord God lets him and, wait for this, uses him. Remember Job, and think about Simon Peter.

				And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

				Luke 22:31-32

				We are back on the threshing floor, here. Ultimately, who is in control of our destiny? There is only one controlling factor that will determine our destiny when things go wrong, and that is what we choose to do? This is why Paul exhorts us to work out our 
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				salvation with fear and trembling,1 if we try and work it out and get it wrong then as we saw with Cain the consequences for us and for others can be quite significant.

				David’s description of what he perceived to be the action of the Lord God here, 'the LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah', is interesting. What this seems to mean is that the Lord God had torn a hole in the reality of this journey by his action against Uzzah. However, it is also through the opening that this tear has produced that David is able to find a fresh revelation and a new understanding of himself and His God. Indeed, a new reality that was able to impact the king’s heart, life and the way he was going to transport the Ark of the covenant to Jerusalem henceforth. Things were not going to stay the same, everything was going to change from here on.

				David was afraid of the LORD that day

				And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and said, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? 

				2 Samuel 6:9

				David was now ready for the truth. He was willing to put the very real emotions to one side, to lay down his pride an in humility ask of the Lord, where have I gone wrong, how can we put it right and what is the way forward?
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				Besides the different issues that we highlighted with regards to the transportation of the Ark, such as the worship and the occultic origins of the new cart, there was one fundamental error that David had perpetrated here. As we have noted above, God has a way of doing things; His way. And we have to do all things His way. So what was God’s way of transporting His presence? All through the desert experience there was only ever one way that the ark was to be transported anywhere:

				And Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites.… But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they should bear upon their shoulders. 

				Numbers 7:6, 9

				How could David have had ‘…the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims’ carried by a wooden cart, even a new wooden cart is still a wooden cart made by the hands of men and one that is pulled by oxen? The weight of His presence should have been carried by those He had chosen to carry it, priests created in Him unto good works, the good work to carry the Ark and all the tabernacle paraphernalia. Therefore, before he could move on David had to come a place of understanding and revelation as to where the journey had gone wrong. 
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				And in the account of this story in 1 Chronicles 15 we read the following:

				Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites: for them hath the LORD chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto him for ever. And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanctify yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel unto the place that I have prepared for it. For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due order. And the children of the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of the LORD. 

				1 Chronicles 15:2,13,15

				David is recorded here as having had a revelation of the truth concerning the method by which the Ark was to be transported. He has also realised that the cause of the death of Uzzah was because of this mistake that he had made. Accordingly, he makes sure the situation is rectified, as the priests are now employed and properly prepared for the task of carrying the Ark for the remainder of the journey. Indeed, when we do look more closely at the account of this event as described in 1 Chronicles we also notice another important underlying aspect of the carrying of the very presence of the Lord God that was missing. The priests are commanded 
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				to sanctify themselves in order that they were fully ready for the task. As we shall see in the next chapter the effective carrying of the presence in the disciples life is intimately connected with their personal journey into sanctification.

				…but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

				1 Corinthians 6:11b

				As we focus on the practical changes that David realises need to be made in order that the Lord God’s anger would be placated and that the journey could continue, we do need to notice that an essential change has been wrought in David’s heart. We know this because we are told that on this day he came to a new place of fearing God, David was afraid of the LORD that day. How we all need such a day! How we all need to come to this level of revelation that our God is an awesome and fearful God. A place such as the prophet Isaiah came to.

				Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 

				Isaiah 6:5

				And, what about Simon Peter?
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				And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. …And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 

				Luke 5:7, 8,10b

				We all have to be undone before the Lord can do anything with us. This is a very healthy place of fresh revelation that we all need, as Paul challenges the church in Philippi to recognise when he writes:

				Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

				Philippians 2:12

				Indeed, in Proverbs we are told that,

				The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. 

				Proverbs 9:10

				David we are told at this very point was now afraid of the Lord, by this we can recognise that 
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				he has arrived at the starting line of a new level of his journey of carrying the presence of the Lord God. If this was a computer game he has gone up to the hardest level, and the Lord needs to spend time helping him understand the challenges on this new level. We can liken this to the important deepening of an individual’s walk with the Lord from merely following Jesus to becoming a disciple. A place Jesus brought Peter to, which was the end of himself. Peter suddenly realised that there was more to life than catching fish and he was brought to his to his knees before Jesus and from this moment he left all and truly followed the master.

				David will now also be working out his salvation such that he will be learning how to walk in fear and to develop wisdom. There is an important interplay for a disciple between the quality of the fear of the Lord in our heart and the wisdom at work in our life that we do need to understand. In Proverbs 4, we read that:

				Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.

				Proverbs 4.7

				The phrase the ‘principal thing’ is a translation of the Hebrew word: re’shiyth pronounced ‘ray sheath’ and elsewhere in scripture carries meanings such as: ‘beginning’:
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				In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

				Genesis 1.1

				or ‘first’

				The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.’

				Exodus 23.19

				or the ‘best part’

				But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal. 

				1 Samuel 15.21

				The phrase, therefore, carries the idea that wisdom is the beginning and is from the beginning and therefore a lofty expression of our humanity. However, there is yet a higher expression as we have already read in Proverbs 9.

				The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.

				Proverbs 9:10

				In other words, fear of the Lord is the beginning of the beginning. Like the sprinters who say they need to explode out of their blocks on the ‘B’ of the BANG from the starter’s gun. Moreover, this is where 
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				David finds himself waiting for the starter’s pistol to be fired. The same is true for each one of us, the Lord desires to deepen our walk with him. He desires that we all understand the need to walk in God given fear and God inspired wisdom. The writer to the Hebrews seems to catch this reality when he writes:

				Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

				Hebrews 12:1,2

				As expressed here, Jesus has travelled this road of faithful and fearful obedience before us, it was painful for Him as it will be for all those willing to pay the price.

				Before we begin to claim any God given wisdom we need to come through the cross and start truly living under the Lordship of Christ.

				The wisdom of God does not come cheaply

				However, we are not dealing with any esoteric rituals or special knowledge here.
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				It is simply offering every step of our journey to the Lord, never presuming but always assuming that Father knows best and, therefore, always in all things asking for His help.

				This is the change that needs to happen in all our hearts, God needs to penetrate our inner being so that we can echo these words:

				David was afraid of the Lord on that day!

				This process is also expressed in James, where we read:

				My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering... 

				James 1:2-6a

				As the Lord takes you deeper into Him and His purposes for your life, at any time when you are stuck there is a solution, if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God. And this is what David does as he asks a simple but straight forward question of his God,

				How shall the ark of the LORD come to me?

				When you don’t know the way forward simply 
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				stop and seek the Lord. When you do come to such a place the answers aren’t always ‘thus saith the Lord’ moments coming out of the clouds. It can be, but experience suggests that once we have openly and honestly asked the Lord God for wisdom or help, let our response be one of faithful expectation and to leave it with him to sort out. And He will.

				The key is in the asking.

				Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 

				Matthew 7:7-11

				And in our asking let us be expectant that Father is indeed a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him,

				But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
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				diligently seek him.

				Hebrews 11:6

				And why wouldn’t we be expectant when we reflect in faith on the rewards outlined here in Isaiah for those who ask of the Lord.

				Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts. 

				Isaiah 45:11-13

				David would not remove the ark of 

				 the LORD

				Moving on in the story of the journey, we find that David had decided that he would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but instead, 

				David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite. At this stage David knew what he wasn’t going to do, he wasn’t carrying on the journey to 
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				Jerusalem, and sometimes not doing anything is wisdom enough, and sometimes by doing what we think is nothing turns out to something very wise indeed.

				David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite.

				There does seem to be something quite deliberate here because the Hebrew term translated, carried it aside, is ‘natah’ which is the same word that is used later in this passage for the purposeful pitching of the tabernacle in Jerusalem by David. Indeed, to pitch, as in to pitch a tent, is the usual meaning for this term in scripture. David, therefore, is purposely placing the Ark here for a season whilst he sorts out how to safely finish the journey to Jerusalem. There is an important point for us to understand here, just because we feel stuck and are unsure what the Lord is doing in our lives and we are unsure of the next step, this does not mean that we have lost our way or are in the flesh and not in the spirit. This place of uncertainty is all part of the journey and it is all about our response to the situation that counts. We could react in the flesh and allow fear and doubt to flood our hearts. This is the reaction that the enemy is waiting for, and if this is what we do then we would lose the presence. However, if we can find the way of faith and trust even here in this place of inaction and waiting then we would have the victory and the 
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				Lord would be glorified.

				If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 

				James 1:5-6 nkjv

				For us this is redolent of the time required for the Lord to deal with major problem areas of our self–life. We will not move on until we have allowed the Father to have his way with us and to have begun this glorious process of heart transformation and to have establish his rule and reign in our lives as our Lord in and over whatever area of our lives in which he is working. It is important to understand that self cannot deal with self. Only the Lord God who is forming His man in all of us can bring about the transformation we need and he does this through his Spirit which he desires to be at work within each of us-if only we would allow him to be what he would be. For we also need to know that we are destined to endlessly travel around the same roundabout of trying to deal with the same issues unless and until we really let Him deal with us and to lay an axe to the roots of our selfish ways.

				Who was Obededom the Gittite and why leave the Ark with him? Where is the wisdom in this? The usual understanding is that the term Gittite, as it is 
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				used elsewhere 2, means an individual who is from Gath, in present day Gaza. However, this would make no sense in terms of the journey that David was making between Gibeah and Jerusalem. A more logical understanding is that Obededom was actually from Gittaim, which would work much better both geographically and with the fact that he was a Levite.3

				Indeed, Obededom was not just any Levite, his lineage would prove crucial in terms of the lesson that David needed to learn here and to provide the solution to the question he asks both of himself and the Lord.

				How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? 

				2 Samuel 6:9b

				And as we have already seen there was only one way by which the ark and all the tabernacle’s furnishings and sacramental vessels were to be carried and this was on the shoulders of a family of priests who were prepared and sanctified for the task; the Kohathites. All through the forty year journey and beyond, as the Ark was carried across the Jordan River and into the Promised Land, it was always carried on the shoulders of this particular tribe of Levites.

				And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were 
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				dipped in the brim of the water. 

				Joshua 3:15

				And significantly for David and for us is the fact that Obededom, at whose house the Ark was left by David, was himself of the lineage of the Kohathites.

				And with them their brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and House of Obededom, and Jeiel, the porters.

				1 Chronicles 15:18

				Indeed, as we see here in the account of the journey in 1 Chronicles, Obededom and his brethren did actually carry the Ark from his house to its destination in Jerusalem. The Lord works all things out to His glory! And this will always be according to his clock and, therefore, In His Kairos time.

				And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

				Romans 8:28

				What have we learnt here? When we are stuck, the God of the impossible takes over and not only answers our questions but actively provides the solution through which we can please Him by walking in obedience to His will. As Paul describes it in Philippians 2.
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				For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

				Philippians 2:13

				The name Obededom is also of interest to us, literally translated it means a "servant of Edom". This will have significance when we later explore the end time purpose for the Tabernacle of David as described in Amos 9.

				That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this. 

				Amos 9:12

				Unknown to David, there was a prophetic purpose for the Ark to be left here. Moreover, through Jesus what a service to Edom or the Gentile world this would ultimately be. David he might have simply had in mind that it would be a safer option to leave the Ark here with this convenient Levite, whose house was on the way, than to continue the journey and risk more loss of life. At times this is how it is, because His ways aren’t always the same as our ways, neither are His thoughts. However, He makes sure we do get it right for He sees the end from the beginning, this is His wisdom.

				And the ark of the LORD continued in the house 
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				of Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household. And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of House of Obededom into the city of David with gladness.

				2 Samuel 6:12

				It is when David was able to see that the presence of the Ark had brought nothing but blessing to the life of the family he had left it with that he had the confidence to continue the journey. The equation is a simple one, O=B but D=C, obedience brings blessing and disobedience brings a curse. As we learn to walk in obedience, carrying the presence wisely, we will discover for ourselves that blessings in our lives will follow. However, the blessing we are talking about is not a blessing in a worldly sense it is more as described by Paul in 1 Timothy 6, where we read:

				But godliness with contentment is great gain.

				1 Timothy 6:6

				As we walk in step with Father our lives will be blessed by an unshakeable peace.

				Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
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				John 14:27

				When the Ark is moved on it does seem as though David has learned his lesson:

				And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings.

				2 Samuel 6:13

				The journey continued, but it had changed.

				Notes

				1 See Philippians 2: 12

				2 see 2 Samuel 15

				3 Gath at this time was a Philistine city.
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				Chapter 3

				The Onward Journey,

				Overcoming in Christ

				And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household. 

				2 Samuel 6:11

				The three-month hiatus as the Ark remains at the home of Obededom and his family provides us with an opportunity to develop our understanding of the journey of a true disciple a little further and to explore a specific aspect of this journey; overcoming in Christ

				The journey to Jerusalem provided David with the testing he needed. God doesn’t desire that any one fails and if willing he will provide the proving ground for each one of us to reach the goal that has been set for us. There will be opposition and this might be from those closest to us, as David would so painfully discover for himself. For even his wife Michal, Saul’s daughter, instead of celebrating with her husband, is described in 2 Samuel 6:16 as ‘despising him in her 
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				heart’ whilst twitching the curtain, looking down at him both literally and metaphorically, as he enters the city dancing before the Ark, celebrating its return. Sadly, she died without having any more children as a result of her bitterness at this time. Once again, the problem for Michal is bound up in her heart.

				…those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 

				Matthew 15:18

				However, the good news is that:

				Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

				Romans 8:37

				As we have seen through the examples of Cain and David in the previous chapter. The crucial issue for all of us is that when we do receive set backs on our journey it is all about the way in which we respond. Someone once said the proof of a Christian is not how they act, but how they react. For the truth is that we react out of the wellspring of our hearts, so that what lies within, in those unguarded moments, will be what comes out.

				However, our true potential is that we are more than conquerors in Christ! We can overcome all obstacles that are in our way, even with peace in our heart and carrying the smile of contentment. Really? 

			

		

	
		
			
				3

			

		

		
			
				The Lord God wants to be able to take hold of our crumpled and crushed hearts and to transform them into a semblance of his own heart through his Son and by His Spirit. We do not have to stay like a Michal, we can change!

				And this is the journey; 

				the journey of an overcomer!

				It is interesting to note that overcoming is a significant feature of the seven letters to the seven churches in Revelation, each letter closes with a reference to the call for all believers to be overcomers and gives promises to those who do manage to achieve this. 1 This journey of true discipleship where we learn how to carry the precious presence of the Lord into the issues of our lives is a wonderful ‘with rewards’ scheme. Indeed, rewards received either in the millennial kingdom to come or in the eternal state beyond it and even right here and now as we are changed and transformed to be partakers of the Lord’s own holiness and yield the peaceable fruit of His righteousness.2 If, and it is a significant if, we are prepared to pay the price in the here and now.

				As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
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				with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

				Revelation 3:19-22

				The Lord even now is waiting for the doors into hearts to be opened to Him so that He can do His work in our lives and enable us to become overcomers.

				Therefore, what does it mean to overcome? What is this incredibly important state of being, to be an overcomer, which will have eternal consequences in terms of a believer’s rewards and their position in the Millennial Kingdom and beyond? Jesus says that even in tribulation we should know His peace because he tells us that He has, ‘overcome the world’.3 So what is there left for us to do? What are we overcoming if He has already overcome the world? John’s first letter might help us here.

				For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

				1 John 5:3-5

				What do we learn from this scripture?
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				• Being born of God overcomes the world

				• Our faith overcomes the world

				• Our belief that Jesus is the Son of God overcomes the world

				Does this scripture infer that simply through our relationship with the Lord we have overcome the world? Is overcoming merely another way of saying that we are in Christ? Therefore, is overcoming merely a passive state of just being and staying who we are?

				To the contrary verse 3 above clearly suggests that for the reality expressed in verses 4 and 5 to be true then there needs to have been an active response from the recipient of these truths. We are still called to keep His commandments. However, here we are not talking about religious obligation, or keeping the law. The commandments we are called to keep are the living commandments which come through are daily walk of denying ourselves, carrying our cross and dying to self.

				To understand this more clearly and to understand what overcoming might look like, let us focus our attention on the expression ‘to be born of God’ which we find here, and which we also find in the earlier work of John, his gospel.

				But as many as received him, to them gave He power 
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				to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

				John 1:12-13

				Here we are told explicitly that we have been given power to become sons of God and the Greek word used for power here is exousia and not the more commonly used Greek term for power which is dunamis. The word from which we get English words such as dynamic or dynamite. However, the word that is used here exousia carries the following range of meanings:

				• power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases

				• physical and mental power

				• the ability or strength with which one is endued, which he either possesses or exercises

				• the power of authority (influence) and of right  (privilege)

				• the power of rule or government (the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed)

				Therefore, exousia isn’t about impersonal raw energy, but is more about us having the God given 
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				personal capacity to be what God wants us to be. Therefore, being born of God is our wonderful starting point, however, we are then challenged to go on from there to exercise this God given empowerment to become sons of God.

				However, this leads us to another question, what does it mean to become a son of God? Surely by the fact that we have been born of God we are by definition sons of God? This is true, however, the verse we are considering in John 1 clearly suggests that there is a need or requirement to move on from the birth experience and to actually become sons of God, thereby describing spiritual maturation. There is a journey, a growing into our true potential in Christ that is clearly required here. There are other scriptures which seem to say the same thing, such as Philippians 2, where we read:

				That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.

				Philippians 2:15

				The phrase translated, ‘that you may be…’ is the same word ginomai meaning ‘to become’ that is used in John 1.4 That you ‘may become blameless and harmless. The Greek word translated harmless here, as we have already seen, actually means ’unmixed, and for us this a challenge to the increasing levels of 
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				worldliness we see in the church, that perhaps is lost by this particular piece of translation. Indeed, a level of worldliness which reminds us of the new cart and the oxen carrying its precious load in 2 Samuel 6. The imagery from Rabbi Paul also takes us back into Leviticus 5 where the LORD God is shown to abhor any mixture from foodstuffs eaten and even to the clothes that were being worn, so how much more will He not be willing to accept any spiritual mixture in His body? For the Lord this is actually tantamount to spiritual adultery and we know how this will end from the experience of Uzzah.

				However, for us the expectation is that this is a process through which we will increasingly grow into the Godly virtues and values which are the character traits of the Son of God and, therefore, by definition potentially the character traits of the sons of God as well. We are work in progress, however, this work does need to be done. So that as the sons of God we will have luminescence of God shining through our beings piercing the darkness all around us. The light that we saw on the first day of creation. In Romans 8, we are shown an important aspect of this process:

				For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. or as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

				Romans 8:13-14
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				The Holy Spirit will have an active role to play in the mortification or the death of our selfish flesh life, this reminds us of Nachon’s threshing floor. Remember self cannot deal with self, therefore, it is the Spirit of God working with our spirit who will be actively leading us through this process. The process by which we are marked out as the true sons of God. It is by His power and grace that we are able to make this journey and are transformed into the likeness of Christ along the way. We, indeed, have the power to become the sons of God, this is the power of the Holy Spirit with which through Christ we have been in dwelt. This is why the Lord encourages His disciples on the night He is betrayed with the following words:

				Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

				John 16:7

				However, in Romans 8 we are made aware that this process will not have its completion until after the Lord returns as the created order waits expectantly for the future ‘manifestation of the sons of God’. (Romans 8:18)

				We find that John picks up the process of flesh mortification in his first letter where we read:

				Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
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				is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

				1 John 2:15-17

				Again, this is a process for every disciple through which the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are outlined as the key elements that require our attention in the closet. That is, if we are to live lives that demonstrate a love for the Father. In effect, we are called to exchange the world’s lust for the Fathers love.

				This is our overcoming that we overcome 

				all that is in the world that is in US!

				Therefore, being an overcomer is overcoming the worldly influence that too easily finds its manifestation between our ears and within our heart. In returning to 1 John 5 we read:

				For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

				1 John 5:3

				We can understand now, a little more clearly, what our overcoming entails and that it will demand work and it will demand a walk. As we walk obediently before our God on a daily basis and allow the Spirit 
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				to lead us where he will. Our journey will take us through whatever we need to go through in order that we might take one moire step closer to becoming the sons of God that He has designed us to be. Even at times to experience for ourselves the threshing floor of Nachon, that has been prepared for us.

				The other side of the leading of the Spirit is found in Galatians 5.

				But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

				Galatians 5:22-25

				This is a description of the character of a true disciple of Jesus Christ, who is an overcomer and who increasingly will be able to overcome evil with good in their lives and to positively influence the world around them. 

				An overcomer who has overcome him or herself and who is consistently living and walking in the Spirit in the daily realities. An overcomer who shines in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation with the light of love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control.
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				Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain. 

				John 15:16

				This is a wonderful work of grace!! This is a work of the Father through His Son and by His Spirit.

				Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

				2 Corinthians 3:17-18

				This is a journey of true self-discovery as we walk in the light of the Lord and his words.

				A journey to become the sons of God

				Notes

				1 See Revelation 2, 3

				2 See Hebrews 12: 10,11

				3 See John 16: 33

				4 This is the same term used by Jesus in the gospels when calling His first disciples to follow and to become fishers of men, Matthew 4: 19; Mark 1: 17.

				5 See Leviticus 19:19 and Deuteronomy 22:9–11

			

		

	
		
			
				13

			

		

		
			
			

		

	
		
			
				1

			

		

		
			
			

		

		
			
				Chapter 4 

				Worship and Sacrifice

				And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

				2 Samuel 6:13-15

				As the narrative develops we find the journey of transporting the Ark of the Covenant from Gibeah to Jerusalem begins again. Having spent three months at the house of Obededom David gives the order for the entourage to move on. However, this time things have changed. The Ark is now born aloft by the Kohathite priests and the worship is a little more subdued. A further change is that now the path to Jerusalem was to be marked by sacrifice.

				We would like to build upon what we have so far learned to develop an understanding of the place of worship and sacrifice in the life of a true disciple and how worship and sacrifice will need to work together in our lives. We say this, because we believe that both the purpose of worship and sacrifice within the life of 
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				a disciple are little understood today in the church.

				It is significant that worship plays an important part in the journey of the Ark from Gibeah to Jerusalem, or metaphorically as we have understood it moving from the flesh to the spirit. Also significantly for us there are two different experiences of worship in this narrative.

				On leaving Gibeah we read the following:

				And David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. 

				2 Samuel 6:5

				On leaving Obed-Edom we read:

				And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

				2 Samuel 6:13-15

				What has changed? How do we interpret the change? Might this help us to gain a perspective of the current trends in what we would identify as worship within the evangelical/charismatic church 
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				in the western world today? Indeed, we have already identified what has gone awry with worship today, from here we will be following the story to identify how are we might find a quality of worship that will be acceptable to the Lord God. For this, we will be significantly helped by Jesus’ teaching in John 4 within His conversation with the woman he met at the well.

				To begin with let us join Jesus at Jacob’s well in Samaria one hot lunch time and eavesdrop on this clearly a pre-ordained conversation He is having we this troubled stranger. Halfway through their conversation and in response to a question concerning worship asked of Him by this lady Jesus says the following:

				But the hour cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and truth.

				John 4:23-24

				Worship, indeed the worship of true worshippers, has a very real connection with the kairos timing of the Lord God that we explored above in chapter 1. There would be a time or, as Jesus describes it here, a coming hour when the time was right for true worship to occur, perhaps in a way that had not ever been practised ever before. The essential truth 
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				here is that through Jesus and through the cross and through the sending of the Holy Spirit into the hearts of believers, there would soon be such a person as a true worshipper. And by definition these true worshippers would be now available to the Father to practise this true worship. This a logical argument.

				But what is TRUE WORSHIP 

				and what would it look like?

				And likewise 

				who is a TRUE WORSHIPPER?

				At this point, we do need to understand what the term worship actually means here. Is it the capacity for a room or tent full of people to endlessly jump up and down enthusiastically extolling the virtue of their God to the beat of an incessant drum? Maybe. Is it the quiet meditation of an individual within a cloister? Maybe. Is it the placing of a five pound note in the cup of a poor beggar on the street? Again maybe.

				What we must understand is that now worship is not an act but it is a person.

				The Father is looking for ‘such’ a person, one who meets His acceptable criterion. Worship is not about the style of music per se, it is actually not about music at all. It is all about the person who is worshipping and where they stand with the Lord 
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				God and what is in their heart. For, as Jesus explains to the woman he has met at the well of Jacob on that hot afternoon, there two determining factors to whether an act of worship is acceptable to Father God as worship at all, is it in the Spirit and is there truth at the heart of what is happening?

				The quality of the worship is determined by the qualities of the worshipper

				The Greek word that is translated both as ‘worship’ and as ‘worshipper’ literally carries a meanings such as to kiss the hand of one whom is revered, to fall on your knees and to touch the ground with your forehead, or to pay homage. The Hebrew word carries a similar meaning as well. Again these words are only an expression of something real and profound that needs to be in the heart of the one who is doing the worship. And it is this profound reality within the individual which will mark out their worship in whatever form it takes as being in the Father’s eyes either true or false worship and acceptable or not. Therefore, it does not really matter, within reason, what form an individual’s worship might take, but what does really matter is how it is judged by Father. And this also means that it isn’t up to us to judge unless we do have just cause.

				Therefore, the acceptable worship of true worshippers will be characterised by it being in the spirit and by it being a true representation of the 
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				heart of the individual who is worshipping.

				Worshipping in the Spirit

				What does it mean for worship to be in the spirit? Does this mean that it will involve singing in tongues? As we will see, we have to move away from the idea that worship is concerned solely with some church based spiritual or musical activity. Worship is any action which pays due homage to what or to whom we are worshipping. Therefore, for us the worship of true worshippers will be any action which will give glory to the Lord God. This means that worship at its most effective will be expressed at the interface between the worshipper and the world, an act of alms giving, of healing or just a kind word in season. A moment when we are motivated out of the unction of the spirit within us to express the love of God to another in Kairos time. If we remember back to the first chapter, we have here an opportunity for the three creative elements, Kairos time, the Spirit looking for somewhere to dwell and the light of God given revelation, to bear fruit and to find an outworking in an individual as a true worshipper.

				The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

				John 3: 8

			

		

	
		
			
				7

			

		

		
			
				The Spirit blows where He wills like the wind, and the true worshipper will have the capacity to follow the lead of the Spirit to be fruitful in the moment whatever that moment might require. And it is also important that when we do have an opportunity to let our hearts soar into the heavenlies as we sing and worship the Lord, using the accepted understanding of the term, it is also important that this is a spiritual event that has the potential to go where ever the Spirit desires to take it. We should be prepared and we should be ready to be used in whatever way the Father does desire to use us in terms of His gifts and leading. The sad reality is that there is seldom any space provided in our heavily pre-planned worship events in which this might be possible.

				As we have seen we individually are carriers of His presence within the Ark of our hearts and this is the wellspring or fountain of our worship.

				He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.

				John 7:37-38

				It is the quality of what lies within that will determine the acceptable quality of what will manifest itself as worship. This is why the journey 
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				is so important.

				As David experienced, it is the journey that creates a true worshipper.

				Worshipping in truth

				The second element that will determine how an individual’s worship will be judged by Father is truth. Indeed, when we look at the spiritual armour that is described by Paul in Ephesians it is the belt of truth that does hold everything together 1. God is not fooled and he is looking for integrity. Again, we are reminded of the words of David when he writes:

				Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

				Psalm 51:6

				The wonderful reality is that through what Jesus did achieve on the cross there are those now who have lives rooted and grounded in an unshakeable reality of truth. They have journeyed with their God endeavouring to carry His presence wherever they go. And they have encountered many a stumbled oxen on different threshing floors and have learned the lessons which have brought them to a reality of truth in their lives. Therefore, the Lord God sees the man and sees his spirit and the truth that undergirds all he is and he finds his life of worship acceptable in 
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				his eyes. As Jesus confirms himself later in John.

				If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free. 

				John 8: 31-32

				This truth does have to become an imbedded reality through a life lived obediently following His word and allowing this word to set us free from the tyranny of the wrong tree and to find a freedom in Christ to be who were created to be.

				Sacrificial Worship

				As we have already stated, we do need to move away from the distorted notion that worship is something that happens for a short period some time on Sundays and understand instead that worship is a heartfelt lifestyle. The quality of worship is also linked to the degree of sacrifice in our lives. Indeed, the first mention of the term ‘worship’ in scripture is very telling here.

				And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.

				Genesis 22:5

				What was the worship that Abraham and his son Isaac were going yonder to perform? He was going 
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				to sacrifice his son in obedience to what the Lord God had instructed him to do. Similarly in the account of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman in John 4 the heart of their dialogue was a question concerning where the focus of worship should be, on the temple mount in Jerusalem or according to the Samaritan tradition on mount Gerizim. On both these mountains the focus of the worship would have been one of sacrifice. Therefore the woman’s question to Jesus could be paraphrased as, our fathers sacrificed in this mountain, and as a Jew you say Jerusalem is the place for sacrifice to be made. The reply of Jesus, if we continue with this paraphrase, does take on a radically new meaning for us.

				The hour is coming and now is when the true sacrificers will make sacrifices for the Father in the spirit and in the truth, for the Father is looking for those to make sacrifices for Him. God is Spirit and those who make sacrifices for Him must make them in the spirit and truth.

				John 4:23-24

				Indeed, true worship will be sacrificial worship. This is the quality of worship that comes from a disciple who understands and lives out the Lord’s commands to deny themselves, to daily pick up their own cross and to follow Him. Is Paul saying anything less in Romans when he makes this challenge to the church?
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				I beseech you, therefore, brethren by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

				Romans 12:1

				The ‘therefore’ as always is there for a reason, and Paul is essentially making reference here to his previous teaching which came culminating in the wonderfully definitive teaching concerning the Lord God’s unfinished spiritual business with the Israel of God in chapters 9-11, where we are once again working according to God’s Kairos time scale 2. Prior to this, over the previous 5 chapters, Paul takes us on a doctrinal journey during which we are shown that the way out of the tyranny of sin and the Law, which are the curse of the fall and mankind being trapped within the branches of the wrong tree, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The way of escape for all of us is to come to a revelation or light concerning the work of His grace over sin and serving God through faith instead of the Law. By this, in chapter 8, Paul argues that we come to a wonderful place of freedom which he describes in the following way.

				There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
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				of sin and death. 

				Romans 8:1-2

				However, as expressed here this is freedom with an important caveat concerning the quality of our individual walk, if we are in Christ. And as we have come to recognise on the journey from Gibeah to Jerusalem it is important that we are travelling in the right direction, from the flesh towards the spirit. Are we walking after the Spirit in our lives? This is the point that Paul is picking up in chapter 12, this freedom is available to us but it will demand that everything we are is given sacrificially to the Lord’s purposes. And just like we saw in Jesus’ teaching in John’s gospel, the sacrifice to be acceptable to the Lord God does need to be one of holiness, or in other words one of truth, and, by definition from the teaching in Romans 8, in the spirit as well.

				The verse in Romans 12 ends with the phrase, which is your reasonable service. In other translations of the bible this is translated as worship which is not literally accurate, however, from the way we have defined worship above, it is justified. As we have already said worship is a life style that is rooted in the quality of our walk before the Lord God and this quality is no better demonstrated than through the quality of the sacrifices we make. Not out of any sense of religious obligation but out of a heart full of the revelation of His grace for us and His faith in us.

				The Greek word translated service here does, however, make an important connection for us with 

			

		

	
		
			
				13

			

		

		
			
				the garden. It was in the garden that we noticed that Adam had been given two primary tasks to fulfil.

				And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

				Genesis 2:15

				The first man in his pre-fall spiritual condition was charged with dressing and keeping the garden. As we saw the word translated to dress can also mean to serve and it is used consistently in Exodus with reference to the ministry and service related to the tabernacle by the priests. The service of the priests in the tabernacle was a service of worship to the Lord God. In the same way this is how we can view Paul’s teaching here. As we individually serve the Lord God within our own tabernacle or temple, to use Paul’s figurative language from 1 Corinthians 3, this our service of worship.

				And again, as in the worship within the tabernacle or temple our worship also needs to be characterised by sacrifice if it is to be acceptable to the Lord God. Indeed, there are verses in Paul’s teaching which do allude to our sacrificial walk of daily worship being similar in effect to that experienced by the Lord God from the sacrificial worship made in the original tabernacle and temple. For we are told in scripture that the Lord God actually enjoys the smell of an acceptable sacrifice that comes to him from His tabernacle or temple.
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				Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, and my bread for my sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet savour unto me, shall ye observe to offer unto me in their due season. 

				Numbers 28:2

				Therefore, perhaps we need to individually hear a command from the Lord God today, that we are required to offer our own sacrifices in due season, or in the Kairos timing of God, that smell good! For as we read in Ephesians 5:

				… walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.

				Ephesians 5:2

				What is the sacrifice that is called for? To walk in love! This is our walk of sacrifice, a quality of walk and a quality of love that is here defined by the walk of sacrificial love that Jesus has already made on our behalf. And it is this quality of love that is to God a sweet smelling savour.

				A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

				John 13: 34-35

				Whether we realise it or not, from our tabernacles 
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				that are in dwelt by His presence we exude of sweet smelling aroma. However, this is not the eau de you or me, this is the sweet savour of Christ within us by His Spirit. Therefore, can we not argue that the quality of the Christ like aroma that permeates from us will be determined directly from the actual level of Christ likeness within us? Moreover, is not the quality of our sweet savour in Christ in turn determined by the quality of the sacrifice that has been made?

				Further, our sacrificial walk of worship also has an effect on others such that their eternal destiny might even be determined by their response to the spiritual fragrance that emanates from us and our lives that we are living before them. In 2 Corinthians 2, we read the following:

				For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?

				2 Corinthians 2: 15, 16

				Who is sufficient for these things, indeed? Included in our sacrificial worship and in the sacrificial offering we are called to make is also our propensity to be generous givers to those who have need in the body. In Philippians 4 we find Paul giving thanks to the church in Philippi for its generosity in the following terms.
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				Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account. But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

				Philippians 4:17-19

				The sacrificial gift so blessed a brother in the Lord here that it proved to be a sweet smelling aroma to God. However, let us notice that key aspect of the giving was that it had come from the right tree, it was an expression of the spiritual fruit that had been produced within the heart of the believers in Philippi. They had not given out of religious duty, such as we find with the confusion over tithing in the church today, or out of some other sense of fear or obligation or hype from the pulpit, but their giving came out of hearts of love and was in the spirit. Therefore, it was an acceptable sacrifice for the Lord God. Likewise let us be careful that when we do give to the needy amongst the brethren, that we give out of the right motivation, such that it is fruit from the right tree. This quality of giving is again by definition an act of sacrificial worship.

				As we turn to our final scripture concerned with the quality of our worship before the Lord God, we perhaps need to ask a question concerning worship’s twin when we talk about modern day church 
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				practise, which is praise. Today, we often have what we call praise and worship times on a Sunday. Does scripture have anything to say about the quality or characteristic of praise that might be acceptable to the Lord God? We read in Hebrews 13, the following:

				By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

				Hebrews 13:15-16

				Once again, the language used here of offering up a sacrifice is the language of the tabernacle or temple and specifically carries a meaning of bringing a sacrifice to the altar. There is the idea of transference here, or the idea of an acceptable replacement being provided. And into this we have the idea of praise to God being the acceptable sacrifice or the acceptable replacement. However, for what? It is also a sacrifice that is required to be made continually. And it is described as the fruit of our lips, therefore, it is an opportunity for us to bear fruit. It is therefore an activity if done right that will be fruit that is picked fresh from the right tree.

				The question for us is what is this sacrifice of praise? Is it any more than the singing of the bouncy songs in church before we get serious and sing the slow worship songs? How could this be a continual activity and where is the cost of sacrifice here apart from choosing to cheer yourself up by actively getting up out of your seat and choosing to sing 
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				along with everyone else? Once more, we are in the quality of heart territory here and to the attitude we express through our lives lived before our brethren in the body and before the world.

				Paul exhorts the church in Philippi to rejoice in the Lord always and this clearly will at times be difficult. However, if we are truly secure in the Lord we would be able to be reflective even in those times when the oxen stumbles and his presence within us is shaken and something in our self-life dies. A reflection which should be focused on asking Father what He is teaching you here and being able to praise Him in it, even in the pain.

				The spirit can praise despite the feelings and not because of them. God is God and in all things His purposes are being worked out, therefore, in all circumstances we can offer to him a sacrifice of praise. Do we know this? Are we secure in this knowledge? Do we know and believe these words of Paul?

				And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

				Romans 8:28

				The ‘good’ that the Lord God is achieving in us is the likeness of His Son, and as we have seen in order for Him to achieve this he has to remove the wrongness of us and replace it with the rightness 
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				of Jesus. So rejoice when….? 

				Indeed, what does Jesus himself encourage us to expect once He has taken us, step by step, through the Godly character forming within us that is the Beatitudes.

				Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

				Matthew 5: 11-12

				Sacrificial praise is a life style.

				The root word from which the Greek word is translated praise is a word which can mean ‘story’. Therefore, through praise we can be understood as telling a different story. By praising when it hurts we are not giving the usual response to a painful situation; we are instead asserting something of God that comes out of the spirit and is secure in the truth that has been written deep within our inward parts. It could also mean that through this we are enabling the Lord God to write a new story for us and a new story for those who witness our God pleasing response. In this way the sacrifice of praise will potentially be able to bring about fruit for us as we are transformed by His grace in the 
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				situation and produce fruit in others through this encounter in which they will have encountered the sweet savour of Christ.

				Therefore, although worship is still something to be practised and enjoyed for its own sake within the context of a church service on a Sunday. We have come to an understanding that worship if properly understood is much more than a thing we do but is much rather who we need to become. It is not about the worship but it is about the walk of the worshipper and it is this reality that will determine whether the worship we offer is acceptable or not. And crucially whether or not it is in spirit and truth and thereby whether or not the person concerned is a true worshipper.

				As we return to the narrative in 2 Samuel 6 we notice that because David has changed, the quality of his worship has also changed. Now there is a new element within the worship as the Ark is transported towards its destination of Jerusalem, and that element is sacrifice. This time it is not the involuntary sacrifice of an individual such as Uzzah, rather it is the voluntary sacrifice offered by David; the sacrifice of oxen and fatlings every six paces. How do we understand this new element? Do we have any potential reference point to this type of sacrifice in scripture?

				Using the law of first mention 4, we find ourselves back in the time of King Saul, David’s predecessor, and his defeat of Agag the king of the Amalekites 
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				in 1 Samuel 15. Here we find that oxen and fatlings were some of the captured booty that the king disobediently spared. A disobedience which lead directly to these words being spoken over Saul by Samuel, the judge of the people and the prophet of the Lord God at this time:

				Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 

				1 Samuel 15:23

				The walk of obedience is the walk of a true worshipper

				There is more that this scripture can teach us. Obedience will never be easy. Saul tried the easy root to obedience, which was partial obedience. He knew that the Lord God had commanded him to slaughter everything, to not leave anything alive, but it obviously troubled him to waste all that was good because we are told that Saul was unwilling. So he only slaughtered that which is described as despised and worthless and clearly hoped that God and more to the point Samuel wouldn’t notice.

				However, the whole point of obedience is that it is precisely when we are asked to do something 
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				which is difficult for us, something that we might even be unwilling to do, that obedience actually means something. Obedience isn’t about what we want to do, or what we might like to do, it is about what Father wants us to do. And in order that we learn this lesson He will at times ask us to do things which we will find difficult. This is precisely because He wants to teach us about obedience so that we can learn how to be obedient. At times, he might ask us to do something that makes no sense, such as to ask a father to sacrifice his one and only son that he had waited so long for, but the key will always be whether or not we will be obedient to whatever He, the Father, wants us to do.

				This is clearly a process and Father will deal with us in a way that is in accordance to our level of faith and maturity. Father is at work in us and we are not the finished article. When we consider the situation with the rich young ruler, for example, sometimes what we are asked to do is too much to consider in the moment, but what the Lord actually wants is for us to ask Him for help to move in this His direction. Jesus simply wanted the young man to ask for help, to be humble. Father would then have had the permission to step in, and to begin to work on the young mans’ heart and to make the impossible possible for him. And the same is true for us. For as Jesus goes on to say to his perplexed disciples as the rich young ruler walked off into the sunset.
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				The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. 

				Luke 18:27

				Father may put difficult and challenging obstacles in our way, He merely wants compliance and then he will work in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

				As we return to king Saul the issue here is clearly more than two types of livestock, this particular act of disobedience was the last straw for both Samuel and the Lord God; the people’s choice for king finally fell through his repeated acts disobedience. Indeed, acts of disobedience can have unforeseen consequences as Queen Esther and the Jewish people in exile 400 years later discovered as they encountered Haman a descendent of the very same Amalekite king 5.

				In 1 Samuel 15, Saul does finally give an honest reflection of the cause of his disobedience.

				And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice.

				1 Samuel 15:24

				The acts themselves were not the problem, they merely demonstrated the unresolved issues in Saul’s heart, which largely seemed to have stemmed from his insecurity. He feared man more than he feared the Lord God. Indeed, this does seem to be a significant issue within the leadership of the 
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				evangelical church today, as leaders are placed or place themselves on pedestals and then have such a weight of misplaced expectation on their shoulders. This in turn often drives them to operate out of a harsh and controlling spirit as they try to live up to these expectations and be the person they think the congregation wants them to be. This never ends well.6

				So David, having realised that he had been disobedient to the Lord God in the way that he had transported the Ark, he now seems to be making amends through offering a series of sacrifices that make reference to the disobedience of his predecessor, King Saul. It also reminds us of the connection we have made above between worship and sacrifice. In all this perhaps we have lost touch with our original scriptural context of the journey of the Ark of the Covenant travelling from Gibeah to Jerusalem and specifically with the two distinct expressions of worship recorded in the text in 2 Samuel 6. The first expression of worship takes us to Nachon’s threshing floor and the second takes us from the home of House of Obededom to Jerusalem. In what ways do these two worship events differ and in what ways can we relate this difference to our understanding of true worship moving forwards.

				To this end, it will prove useful if we spend some time here comparing the two events. In the first expression of worship from Gibeah we noticed that there does seem to be a disconnection between 
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				David and the whole household of Israel and the focus of their worship. Their worship was ostensibly before the Lord, however, how was their worship actually connected to the Ark of His presence? They were actually removed from the responsibility of carrying the Ark, it was instead being carried on a wooden cart by professional drovers who we might figuratively recognise as an aspect of the world. Even worse, they were using the very same form of transport was used by the Philistine occultic priests and diviners, the enemy of the Lord God and His people, when returning the Ark to Israel in 1 Samuel 6. Therefore, David is here not only using the world, but also the wisdom and ways of the occult to worship the Lord God and to carry His presence.

				Let us turn now to Exodus 32, and return to the story of the Golden Calf, a scriptural picture that will help us to understand what seems to be happening here and perhaps from which we can draw some similarities to some modern worship practise.

				And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.

				Exodus 32:5

				Moses, their leader had disappeared up a mountain and with Him the living faith of the people also seems to have vanished as Aaron, Moses’ brother, has to fashion something concrete and tangible, something that they could see and touch as the focus for their faith and worship. Something man-made that made them 
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				feel secure. Something that reassured them and helped them feel that they were not alone in the desert, and this thing was the Golden Calf.

				However, by doing this, it is interesting to note, that actually they were not committing spiritual adultery or indulging in idolatry here, look at how Aaron describes the festivities.

				Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.

				Exodus 32: 5b

				They were going to carry on worshipping their God, the one and only Lord God, the one who had miraculously set them free from Egypt, with all that this had entailed such as the ten plagues and the crossing of the Red Sea. This is the same God who had kept them alive in the desert feeding them with Angel’s food. This is the God they would be worshipping tomorrow, but tomorrow would be different. For tomorrow he would be given a new identity. No longer the great I am, tomorrow He was to be worshipped in a way that was very familiar with Batman’s side kick Robin, as a holy cow. A very expensive and shiny cow, but a cow none the less.

				Sometimes, like David, we can be blind to what we are actually doing and how far what we are doing is from what we should be doing. Too often we thoughtlessly assume that the Lord will sanctify whatever we do in the name of the Lord. 
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				However, as with the Golden calf, as with the party that surrounded the new cart and sadly as with rock concert that passes for Sunday worship they believed they could produce anything, call it worship and the Lord would be grateful.

				Therefore, in Samuel 6 there was clearly something profoundly wrong here as well and it could not continue and as we have seen the Lord stepped in and nothing would be the same again and this included the worship that accompanied the Ark on its way to Jerusalem. When the Ark does begin to move again much has changed. Significantly, David has learned his lesson; he is now a much wiser man who now understood something about the fear of the Lord and walking in obedience. Accordingly, the worship from here is very different. It is still David and all the house of Israel who are involved, but it is interesting to note that now their relationship with the Ark and the presence of the Lord God has changed. There now seems to be a sense of connection with it that was missing before, they seem to be taking direct responsibility for its transportation. All of them together are bringing up the Ark. And this is now literally true because once again the weight of his presence is being borne by the Kohathite priests called and prepared specifically for the task. And the whole company are literally making Aliyah, which is the Hebrew word translated here as ‘brought up’. Also the worship band with its 

			

		

	
		
			
				28

			

		

		
			
				many and varied instruments being played in party mode was now much stripped down such that the only sounds to be heard were the sound of shouting and the blowing of a single shofar. Finally, added to this every six paces there was the sacrifice of fatlings and oxen.

				The worship now bore little resemblance to the worship before, and we believe we can identify within the distinctive features of this second expression of worship the same elements of acceptable true worship that we have already identified in John 4, such that David now presents to us a picture of a true worshipper. They carried the very presence of the Lord God in a way that was now acceptable to the Lord God, as such they were now able to worship the Lord in truth and the worship can be understood as being expressed in the spirit. Simply by the presence of the Lord God being carried now by the Kohathite priests meant that there was an underpinning of scriptural truth. The worship was now being offered obediently, truthfully and therefore acceptably to the Lord God. The worship now carries something that is both heartfelt and weighty. 

				We worship out of a heart full of His presence, David and the house of Israel worshipped out of a tabernacle with the presence at its heart.

				We are now going to bring together the principles we learnt from the encounter of Jesus and the woman 
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				at Jacob’s well in Samaria and the narrative of the journey of the Ark of the Covenant in 2 Samuel. For it is significant that in this narrative following the death of Uzzah we have mentioned only two elements within this new expression of worship, we have shouting and we have the blowing of the trumpet or the shofar as it is in the Hebrew. In John, we have also read that the true worship of the true worshippers would be acceptable to the Lord God, if and only if, it met two criteria. It had to be in the truth and in the spirit, again two elements are involved. Can we identify a connection between the content, the two sets of two within these two passages of scripture?

				Shouting as truth

				Why is the ongoing worship described as shouting? How can we understand shouting as bearing the hallmark of truth?

				To begin with we need to reflect upon essentially what shouting actually is. Simply defined it is merely a loud form of speaking. Therefore, this said we might be able to find scriptures that can help us make such a connection. For example In Psalm 15 we read the following words of David.

				LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 

				Psalm 15:1-2
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				David is describing here the attributes of a true disciple and a true worshipper; they walk and work in righteousness and they know truth and wisdom in their inward part such that when they speak it is this truth and wisdom that will come forth. David’s revelation here can be seen to echo Jesus’ own teaching.

				A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.

				Luke 6:45

				Out of the abundance of the heart a man speaks: good produces good and evil produces evil. Therefore, when we sing the right words does this mean that we are truly worshipping? The key is what is in our heart. Is what we are singing a true reflection of the reality that is within our hearts?

				David, in Psalm 15, is confirming much that we have explored in the entirety of the teaching in this book. To be prepared and to be made ready to spend time in the presence of the Lord there is a process that all who would aspire to climb the holy hill as true disciples and true worshippers will need to go through. A process by which they will need to be prepared to be able to walk uprightly, to work 
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				righteousness and to speak out of a heart that is full of truth. And it is out of this abundance of truth in his heart that David is shouting as he accompanies the Ark of the Covenant with gladness in 2 Samuel 6. And it is out of the good treasure of his heart that he is extolling loudly before his God his goodness and mercy, for the Lord God has provided a way where there was no way for His presence to come home to the tabernacle. And in the same way, for us, the Lord God desires that each of us can gather treasure into our hearts, the priceless treasure of truth and wisdom, indeed, such treasure that will be expressed in a lifestyle of worship as we walk before the Lord. Treasure that is then expressed in and through the worship that flows our of hearts overflowing with the effervescence of the Spirit within us.

				Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom and out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

				Psalm 51:6; John 7:38b

				Therefore, we do recognise here a connection between the John 4 and 2 Samuel 6 and we can identify that the shouting of the king and his entourage within the second worship event in 2 Samuel 6 is figurative of the first criteria for true worship that is acceptable by the Lord God and that is being in the truth. What about the second, 
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				being in the spirit? Can we make a scriptural connection between the shofar and the Spirit?

				Shofar as spirit

				To make this connection we will need to turn to the first mention of the blowing of a shofar in scripture in Exodus 19 where we read the following:

				And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled.

				Exodus 19:16

				It had been three months since they had left Egypt and Moses has been called into the presence of the Lord God from the top of Mount Sinai and notice the means by which Moses is called is the blowing of the heavenly shofar.

				The sound of the shofar is a sound from heaven

				The shofar is the Lord God’s choice of instrument when impacting earth from heaven and it features throughout scripture as such. Indeed, this is the sound that will herald the return of the Lord at the time of the rapture.

				For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
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				a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God 7: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

				1 Thessalonians 4:16-178

				Therefore, when David has the shofar used within the worship journey from the house of Obededom to Jerusalem, he is in effect using something from heaven to create true worship on earth. Similarly, so do we when we allow the Spirit to facilitate our worship through our spirit, by this we are allowing the voice from heaven, of which the heavenly shofar is symbolic, to orchestrate and communicate in and through our own worship. As God is Spirit, our worship must be in the truth and in the spirit and in the centre will be the Spirit directing or orchestrating 9 our worship towards Jesus.

				Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

				John 16:13-14

				There is one last scripture which helps us to understand how the use of the shofar is a picture of the voice of the Spirit of Christ in our midst.
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				I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega. 

				Revelation 1:10-11a

				The audible voice of the Lord Jesus is described here as sounding like a shofar, and this is same figurative language that we saw in Exodus 19: 16 where, as we saw, it even refers to the voice of the trumpet or shofar.

				Therefore, in returning to the narrative in 2 Samuel 6 let us reflect on where we are in terms of our exploration of the second worship event on the road to Jerusalem and our attempts to identify a link between this event and the description of true worship that we find in John 4. Indeed, we do seem to have identified the features we did explore in the fourth gospel, indeed the features that Jesus states are essential for there to be acceptable true worship, being in the truth and in the spirit. However, what about our assertion above that there is a link between the quality of the worship and the degree of sacrifice made. Well the picture could not be clearer, as we notice that for every six paces or three metres travelled a combination of oxen and fatlings are sacrificed. It is also interesting to notice the participation of the king at this point. 

				And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod…. king David leaping and dancing before the LORD.
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				2 Samuel 6:14-16

				Perhaps, we can recognise here, in figure, the emotional and even physical response that Paul would expect from those who truly understood the glory attached to the revelation he had just taken his readers through about in Romans 12.

				I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

				Romans 12:1

				Let’s jump up and down, let’s dance before God with joy because of this wonderful truth, let’s give all that we have got before Him in worship!

				Indeed, the narrative in 2 Samuel 6 does seem to provide us with on some level a prophetic picture that perhaps does speak into the current worship situation in the evangelical/charismatic church in the west. The church has, through its recent history, developed a pneumatological ideology that is based largely on empiricism rather than scripture. Simply stated, this feels good so, therefore, it must be God. This has been driven by the early history of Pentecostalism, through the charismatic renewal, through Wimber’s Vineyard, to Toronto and Lakeland and now into David’s Tent. The ideology simply put is that the Holy Spirit although indwelling believers he can also impact gatherings and individuals as an external force or anointing 
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				presence. This has been diffused into most of the protestant denominations along the way, as well as to some extent into Roman Catholicism and the Anglican Church.

				It can be likened to David as he left Gibeah in the flesh, with the precious cargo of the Ark of the Covenant within which was the very presence of the Lord God and all this carried on a new cart and pulled by the oxen. The journey has begun decidedly in the flesh because they have, without any spiritual discernment or wisdom, not only used what might be seen as a worldly form of transport, but they have actually tried to sanctify the occult. Therefore, David had thoughtlessly used not only the world or the flesh, but the wisdom of the occult to serve the Lord God and to carry His presence.

				And therefore as we do consider the situation in the church today we can identify some similarities. There is an ideology behind modern day worship practise that does need to be questioned and it may be that we are able to identify this distorted ideology as the new cart on which the church has adopted not just a worldly way of trying to carry the presence of God, but even an occultic one. And like the worship that we first encountered on the journey from Gibeah there is something wrong in the attitude of the participants of modern worship meetings, there is too much that is of the soul, and too much that goes on that seems to emanate from the worldly values that in turn emanate from the wrong tree. It 
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				is very performance orientated and full of ego and pride. It also seems to carry within it the values of our materialistic consumeristic society in the west, the participants are focused largely on themselves and what they can get from God. One chorus that used to be sung within the Toronto type meetings had words which said ‘I want all that you have for me’, as though that is a position or a statement we can make to the Lord God and His Holy Spirit. Where is the self-denial here? We don’t want this to turn into a negative tirade but after all what does the word of God say concerning our involvement with the world and its values?

				Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

				1 John 2:15-16

				However, the prevailing spiritual ideology in most of the evangelical/charismatic church’s worship is that they do seem to be looking to an external force or anointing to come down onto a meeting which they judge to be the presence of the Holy Spirit. They even sing choruses which they believe are giving the Holy Spirit permission to join a meeting, such as Come, Holy Spirit, Come; as if God needs an invite. The problem is that it is a 
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				misunderstanding of the spiritual realities at work here and it is therefore not based on any scriptural truth. Therefore, one of the elements necessary for worship to be acceptable by the object of the worship namely the Lord God is removed; this form of worship is not based on truth. Sad to say the consequence that flows from this according to the teaching of Jesus is that the Father is not looking for this type of worshipper because he cannot receive it as true worship because it lacks truth.

				The truth being that the Holy Spirit has been sent to indwell us, so that we are even now in a better place than the twelve disciples who walked with the Lord.

				And I will pray to the Father and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you. 

				John 14:16-17

				As we have recognised through our study of true worship and the true worshipper our capacity to worship the Lord God comes out of the heart of an individual. It is clear that when we come to salvation and faith in Christ from that moment, just like in the miracle of natural conception, spiritual life starts. We then begin the journey into discipleship and 
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				sanctification within which there will hopefully be a deepening of our experience of the Spirit of God within us. This will be largely determined by how much we allow Him access to our lives, as we become less He becomes more. But we are from the outset complete in Him as we are in dwelt by the Spirit of God bringing life to our spirit which has lain dead in trespasses and sins. The Spirit is not some disconnected force that comes on us from the outside. This is the Old Testament spiritual reality, but as we have seen in the teaching of Jesus the hour is coming and now is when the true worshippers are now equipped to worship in the spirit and in the truth of the gospel. Therefore, when we go to church we do not go to find the Holy Spirit, hoping that He is so pleased with what is going on there that he decides to turn up and to join in. When we go to church we carry the presence of the Holy Spirit with us and we should look within ourselves for Him to express Himself through us. And it is when we all arrive in one place and at the same time and with the same heart that true church or ekklesia will happen. And this is where we are heading, this is the Tabernacle of David being rebuilt in our own time by the Lord.

				We do not need to look outside of ourselves spiritually speaking. However, the situation is even worse than this because another outworking of this false ideology has developed over the last twenty years or so. During the so called Toronto or Father’s Blessing it became the norm for people to travel to 
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				Toronto to ‘catch the fire’ as it was called. The Holy Spirit or as he is often described ‘the anointing’ was understood as residing physically in this spiritual ‘hot spot’ and those that did visit were understood to have received from him this particular anointing through the laying on of hands. There has been a series of these hot spots since, such as Pensacola and Lakeland in the US and more recently even in South Wales, however, throughout the same fundamental misunderstanding of the Holy Spirit can be seen here.

				What about the worship in the church today? There is a form of worship within which there is a tangible sense of the glory of the Lord, the Shekinah. And this will be the form of worship that we believe will find its ongoing expression as the Lord builds again the Tabernacle of David that is fallen down. A form of worship where the song singing is taken over and orchestrated by the Spirit of the Lord and it is transformed and rises gently out of the hearts of those worshipping and expresses itself in a new song that can be carried both in words that are understandable and in the language of Angels as the participants worship in their own prayer languages. A form of worship where the prophetic gifting flows and even the miraculous occurs as those gathered touch and taste something of heaven. Sadly, this isn’t the form of worship we have today, because in the absence of this we have tried, unconsciously, to create a version if this that is in the flesh, in our own strength-let Uzzah be warned!. This is the new ox cart 
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				that we have created to carry the presence of the Lord into our meetings, instead of seeking the Lord concerning the real thing.

				We are worshipping the same God, however, we have chosen our own way to worship Him. We have created a form of worship which is man-made and makes us feel secure in ourselves. We have created something that is visible, and which fills our senses and provides us with what we wrongly believe is a spiritual experience. We fool ourselves into thinking that we must be blessing God with the shear professionalism of the musicians and soulish beauty that this form of worship engenders. If we add to this the sad reality that the focus of the songs sung within this form of worship rarely have any scriptural truth reflected in the words and are often even vehicles for heresy. Then, how can God be blessed by this when the two requisites for true worship, namely to be in the spirit and in truth, are missing.

				However, what should our response be to our brothers and sisters caught up in such things? We need to share the heart of Moses. He chose to stand in the gap in intercession before God and to plead their case for mercy, so that there might be an opportunity for repentance and therefore change. Amazingly we are told that the first to change here was the Lord God where we are told that: 

				He repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people. 
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				Exodus 32:14

				Moses then went down the mountain and stood in the midst of this people, who at this stage were naked, and when he saw what had happened for himself he was then angry. He shared the anger of the Lord, but he still was willing to stand in the gap for them and he offers them a stark choice.

				Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me.

				Exodus 32:26a

				Interestingly, we are told that it was only a remnant, the Levitical priests, who did respond to Moses’ call and there were severe consequences that followed for the rest of the children of Israel. However, what we need to focus upon at this time is that there is an opportunity for change, the church can find again true worship. The new ox cart has to be left behind and the presence of the Lord has to be carried again by the priests who have been chosen, prepared and made ready for the task. And as we will see when we arrive in Jerusalem there will be a call for a people, like Moses, ready to stand in the gap in intercession for our brothers and sisters and to provide a way back to the Way, the Truth and the Life within the rebuilt tabernacle of David. A people who will carry the same message as Moses: Who is on the LORD'S side? Let him come unto Him…
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				Our God is still a jealous God, jealous for our worship, jealous for his presence and jealous for his people.

				For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.

				Deuteronomy 4:24

				He desires that His presence is still carried by those so chosen and prepared for the task, which includes you and me, if and only if, we are prepared and made ready. And the place within which this transformation might take place is behind the closed door of our closet, where the Lord God will be keen to join us.

				Prior to its arrival in the tabernacle in Jerusalem we also have a picture here of how worship also needs to be part of our journey. Worship, as we have seen, is a lifestyle. And day by day we are never too sure what we might encounter, however, in and through it all we have to be aware that we are carrying a precious load, the weight of His presence. The Ark of the Covenant is actually a type of our own spirit. Our spirit now through Christ is in dwelt or carries His Spirit each and every day. And similar to the Citroen 2CV car that was designed to carry a basket of eggs across a ploughed field without breaking any, we are now designed in Christ to carry the light burden of His Spirit through whatever comes our way and to do this in a mode of thanksgiving, praise and worship. 
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				Rejoicing in all things and all circumstances.

				Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 

				Philippians 4:4

				Notes

				1 See Ephesians 6:14

				2 See Romans 11:25

				3 1 Corinthians 3:16 , 6:19

				4 The law of first mention is as follows: a principle that requires one to go to that portion of the Scriptures where a doctrine is mentioned for the first time and to study the first occurrence of the same in order to get the fundamental inherent meaning of that doctrine.

				5 See Esther 3:1

				6 See Taking the Form of a Servant; Leadership in the Tabernacle of David by the same author

				7 This is a shofar

				8 The Greek word translated as trump here or as trumpet elsewhere is the word that used to translate the shofar in Exodus 19 in the LXX.

				9 See 2 Corinthians 6:15, And what concord hath Christ with Belial? The Greek word translated as concord here is the word symphonesis from which we get the word symphony, a symphony in need of a conductor.
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				Chapter 5 

				The Journey Home

				And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obededom into the city of David with gladness. And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.

				2 Samuel 6:12-15

				The culmination of this journey with King David dancing before the carried presence of the Lord God communicates to each of us a simple yet profound truth. If we want to find a walk that will cause the king, our King Jesus, to dance with joy? If we want to find the quality of walk through which we, in turn, will be filled with joy and find our own spiritual dancing shoes? Then we will need to find 
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				a walk that is characterised by love, obedience, and sacrifice and to be recognised by Father God as the walk of a true worshipper. Indeed, this will be a walk in which we have taken an active responsibility to carry the presence of God in and throughout every aspect of our lives. After all, Jesus Himself has given us exactly the same challenge when He said the following to His disciples:

				And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

				Luke 9:23

				The weight of His presence is the weight of the cross he has given to each of us to faithfully carry through the issues of our lives. For as we have seen this is the means by which we are each challenged, transformed and ultimately able to develop the nature and character of Christ within our own hearts and lives. Again, as described by Paul in the following verse:

				For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

				Ephesians 2:10

				This is the way of the cross. This is the narrow way through which the work of the cross can truly bear its fruit in our lives and bring us to a place of joy and 
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				dancing as we are able to increasingly marvel at the love, grace and patience of the Lord God who is at work in our lives. Moving us ever onwards to lay hold of that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus 1: His image inscribed in every aspect our life and being.

				But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

				2 Corinthians 3:18

				For in all things we are to aspire to walk with our hearts open and available to Father, our spirits alive and available to the Holy Spirit and our eyes looking unto and attuned to the beckoning of Jesus to walk forward in to all that the Godhead has for us. Therefore, like king David, let us have a skip in our step.

				…let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

				Hebrews 12:1b-2

				As Jesus found joy in the way of His cross so should 
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				we.

				Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down… 

				Hebrews 12:11-12a

				This joy will not be pain free, but the pain will prove to be great gain as we become truly fruitful in Him, through Him and by Him. This is not the joyless hyped emotionalism of the worship, that was produced by the original band that accompanied the new cart, this is the real thing. Indeed, a joy beautifully described by David himself in Psalm 16 and 27.

				Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

				Psalm 16:11

				…in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: 
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				have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 

				Psalm 27:5-8

				To conclude this section, therefore, we do need to more fully understand an important prophetic element that is expressed within the narrative of 2 Samuel 6 for our own time. Indeed, within the narrative there is a particular element of the journey that truly resonates with where we are at the moment. For many, the journey has stopped, the band is now quiet and we are waiting expectantly on the Lord. We have stepped to one side with the presence that we are bearing and have laid it down in a home, even our home. This now, for the time being is where church happens. We have stepped out of the religious system and are looking to find a new way of meeting with others, to pray with others, to study the word with others to have fellowship with others and in it all to be in the spirit with others.

				The church is coming home (unlike the world cup)

				…but David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite.

				2 Samuel 6:10b

				Perhaps, there is something of a paradigm shift in the way we think about church and the way we gather together during the week. What we do have 
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				to recognise is that the shared corporate presence of the Lord, His body, seems to be finding a new home. Literally as described here in 2 Samuel 6 the corporate presence needs to find a new resting place actually within a home and homes in general. The narrative here, therefore, does seem to carry some prophetic import for us today. Let us remind ourselves of the prophecy in Amos that the early church recognised as being a prophecy that directly applied to them 2 and to develop an understanding of it for our own time and our own spiritual context. Let it speak again today!

				In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.

				Amos 9:11

				Two thousand years later than when this prophecy was first appropriated by the embryonic early church can we lay any claim to the need for there to be a new church building programme by the Lord? He is the church builder not us 3. Indeed, after two thousand years of church history what has become of the new commandment?

				A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

			

		

	
		
			
				7

			

		

		
			
				John 13:34-35

				A church that was called to be a wonderful expression of gathered humanity imbued and empowered by a redemptive and selfless love and in dwelt and empowered by His very own Holy Spirit. Following His crucifixion, resurrection and final ascension this gathering was left in dwelt, empowered and prepared at Pentecost and the church grew exponentially, 3000 daily were added we are told. As the church moves out into wider world what appears to have been created was a network of individual expressions of this gathering. Indeed, a network that was serviced spiritually by the fourfold ministry giftings of the apostles, prophets, evangelist and pastor teachers and lead locally by teams of elders and deacons.4

				However, as we move beyond the scriptural record and into the centuries that followed it appears that things began to change relatively quickly from a network to a hierarchy and from a faith to a religion. By the time Constantine came along in the fourth century after Christ and experienced his dubious conversion he was merely giving the prevailing modus vivendi of the established religious structure of his time his stamp of approval. Sadly, in terms of the hierarchical religious form of the church, in reality, very little has actually changed. Even the sixteenth century ‘Reformation’, as the Puritans of the time suggested, did not go far enough. Largely because it was merely a religio-political compromise to hold, as 
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				best they could, the status quo together and to keep the prevailing hierarchical control structure in place.

				This all seems a long way from the early days of the church’s life. Do we need to question the way things are today and what perhaps needs to change? Can we, in reality, see restored and rebuilt the type of dynamic network we read about in the book of Acts? Jesus is the church builder and if He is building today will He have changed His original blueprint? If He is building today should we not expect to see something of what we have lost over the centuries? Indeed, can we not echo the words of James here, the leader of the church in Jerusalem and Jesus natural half-brother, when he declared:

				And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.

				Acts 15:16-18

				For the Lord Himself declared:

				…I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

				Matthew 16:18b
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				Moreover, the church the Lord desires to build is still to be built, it needs to be built again because it has, over the last two thousand years, fallen down. The ruins that are left do give us a tantalising glimpse of what it used to look like, however, the builder, who is the Lord Himself, will need to set it up once again. Therefore, do we want to be part of this wonderful rebuilding work that the Lord desires to do in our time. For as it says in Amos 9 this a last of the last days work of God.

				Indeed, in Acts what do we read? We read that the first believers met from house to house on daily basis.5 There appears to have been a profound level of togetherness that was a shared between them and which as Jesus suggested in the new commandment it is this which would have spoken volumes to those living around them. They did not meet to together once a week out of religious obligation, they met together because they were together in their hearts. We will explore this in more depth later. However, as scripture seems to attest, a home or household certainly seems to have been the centre of the life of the church at this time.

				Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is in their house. 

				Romans 16:3-5a
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				The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.

				1 Corinthians 16:19

				Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house. 

				Colossians 4: 15

				And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house…

				Philemon 1:2

				Indeed, when applying the rule of first mention we find that even in Genesis the value of a household being a spiritual unit can be identified.

				For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

				Genesis 18:19

				Therefore, as we read the story in 2 Samuel 6 with the placing of the Ark in the home of Obededom we can identify a connection with what happened in the early church. The presence of God carried within the Ark, which as we have seen is analogous with the Holy Spirit being 
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				carried in the heart of believers, needs to find its place in the home of a priest prepared and set apart for the purpose. 

				Again, is this not very similar to what Jesus described when preparing the seventy before sending them out?

				And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.

				Luke 10:6-7

				The focus of this mission was on a significant household and the ‘son of peace’ within. The actual phrase ‘son of peace’ is in and of itself important. WE seem to have here the coming together of two important indicators for this person to have been an individual who was a mature disciple and who had been already prepared and made ready, i.e. a son of God and a peacemaker?6 It is also significant and usually missed that Paul often uses the symbolism of a household as a descriptor for the church 7.

				A final scripture to help us find a way forward is found in Isaiah.

				Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not 
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				destroy them all. 

				Isaiah 65:8

				Within a section of an end time prophecy in Isaiah, we find this verse which immediately causes us to think about the new wineskin that Jesus suggests is required to hold the effervescent new wine. Within this verse in Isaiah the wineskin is has no structure it is merely the skin of the grapes held, sustained and growing within the cluster on the vine. Jesus is the vine and it is within a small cluster of the fruit of the vine growing together in the intimacy of cluster life that the new wine will be made manifest. Is this a symbolic picture which captures for us a wonderful outworking of body life, indeed, an outworking that we catch a glimpse of in the book of Acts? Indeed, is this the reality that the Lord desires to see established as the norm once more? As he begins to gather his body together into relationally bound clusters which carry His love, His life and which will communicate to the world who Jesus truly is.

				And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better. 

				Luke 5: 37-39
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				As described by Jesus here we need wine that is both of a fine old vintage and that still retains the fizz of youthful vitality. This is what is to be found within the rebuilt Tabernacle of David, the spiritual life and love is of a vintage that is over two thousand years old, but it is also now to be worked out in today’s context as if it is something new and vital. The fizz comes from the same place that it has always come from hearts indwelt by His presence.

				He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

				John 7:38-39

				At a time when the existing order would say that ‘megachurch’ is the way forward let us be encouraged by this end time prophecy.

				Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts… For who hath despised the day of small things?

				Zechariah 4:6c,9a

				To conclude this section, we are going to approach the scripture in 2 Samuel from a different angle and to view the events around the new cart as a potential 
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				prophecy concerning the way in which the Lord will judge the method by which we are carrying His presence today. A judgement that is based on the problematic issues that we do need to recognize. Issues such as the glorification of self instead of its denial as the church buys into modern day psycho- babble, the attendant loss of the value and purpose of the sanctification of the individual, a distorted pneumatology, ecclesiology and eschatology. The fruit of which finds its expression in what passes for worship today.

				Will there come a time for the music to die?

				We can only imagine the impact on the worshippers around the new cart as the drover collapsed dead on the ground having put his hand out to steady the cart. As the reality of what has just happened became apparent, the sound of gasps would have replaced the sound of the music. Then, there would have been a silence as this new reality took hold of everyone looking on.

				With the death of Uzzah the music died 8

				Will there be a moment for the incessant beat of the music that passes for worship in churches across the western world? Will anything be able to bring the band to its knees? How can the Lord God provide an Uzzah moment to gain our attention?A pandemic 
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				for example?? It appears not, as the band is playing on, now it is online and using YouTube. However, despite what the church understands or does not understand; sees or does not see; hears or does not hear, surely, the Lord God is saying something through this worldwide health crisis? After all, the earth is the Lord’s and this includes the fullness thereof as well as everyone upon it.9

				In scripture, plagues have usually served God’s purposes for judgement:

				i. Against His foes: 10 Plagues of Egypt (Exodus)

				ii. Against His own: i.e. the rebellion of Korah, 

				(Numbers 16)

				And we know that this applies to us since:

				..all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

				1 Corinthians 10:11

				Therefore, what is being judged? Let us reflect on what is happening at the moment through this virus and its affects. Our time of fellowship together, instead of being God’s provision for light, life and love, it could now potentially bring physical death for the vulnerable. Therefore, from this, can we extrapolate that the Lord is judging the church? Indeed, Is not the Lord God judging our 
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				fellowship, teaching, and particularly our ‘worship’ at this time? Why, because these are the very things that are causing spiritual death for the vulnerable in the Church today? Is it not significant that this virus has developed at plague levels in the two historical seats of evangelical Christianity: Britain and the USA?

				Like David, therefore, do we not at least ask what is going on? To ask Father what is happening and why? We are saying this because scripture also tells us that judgement does start with the church!

				For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

				1 Peter 4:17

				Indeed, Jesus, and therefore by definition, the whole Godhead is the same, yesterday, today and forever 10. And just as one man Uzzah suffered the judgement for the disobedience of the nation in the way it had carried the Ark, sadly, the world has suffered under this judgement. A judgement that is surely similar, is it not? Is the church being judged for the way it is carrying the presence? We do not know, why, because we ask not! How redolent do the words of James sound to us today.

				Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, 
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				and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

				James 4:2-3

				Indeed, does anyone realise that we, the church, are actually under judgement? We do not ask the right questions of the Lord God at this time because we are asking the wrong questions. Instead of getting on our knees and pleading for the Lord’s healing of the nations in repentance and humility 11, we are instead blaming the devil and going into self-focused victim mentality. Instead, understanding the days we are living in a and realizing our responsibility to put things right at the heart of the church and in the hearts of those called by His name, we are carrying on deaf, blind and, sadly, dumb in the face of this global crisis. Moreover, as is highlighted by James, the questions we still ask are all about feeding the worldly lusts of the dominating self-love culture within the church.

				David asks, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? Notice the motivation that lies behind his question.

				And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and said,…

				2 Samuel 6:9

				Where is the fear of the Lord today, even as we face 
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				this global challenge. We have bought into an image of an over familiar, all love and no judgement God of our own making. The bottom line here for the church is that when the people of God get it wrong, and are as systematically disobedient as we are today then we will be judged and there will be consequences for everyone. That is until; we ask the right questions, receive the answers and then ring the changes.

				For us, interestingly, the narrative of the story at this point does provide us with some much needed encouragement for what seems to be unfolding in our own day. The consequence of the dramatic grinding to a halt of the journey of the Ark at Nachon’s threshing floor is that it is left in the house of an individual called Obededom 13.

				…but David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite. And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household. And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. 

				2 Samuel 6:10b-12a

				Obededom, the name of this man is significant for us because in Hebrew it carries the meaning of 'servant of Edom'. This in turn reminds us of the important prophetic scripture in Amos where we read the following:
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				In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.

				Amos 9:11-12

				The house belongs to the servant of Edom and, prophetically, the Lord’s current concern is the church or as we have it described here:

				The remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name. 14 

				Amos 9:12

				Let us notice the developing picture here. In our own day, what might this be saying to us? How does this help those of us who find life within the religious structure that is the church increasingly problematic? Indeed, if we are responding to the call of the Lord, where or how does He desire us to gather as He enables us to walk in the fresh, new revelation of who we truly are in Christ, learning to walk in fear of the Lord, obedience and to begin to know His wisdom? A household? To meet from home to home as the church once did before the church was turned into a building? To return once again to meeting together in small relational groups? Homes in the community from which we might learn what it is to be a servant 
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				hearted people, learning how to serve the Lord, each other and learning how to spiritually serve Edom, which is the world?

				We, so easily, miss what scripture does actually tell us is the norm in terms of what the early church experienced as their meeting place. However, before exploring this let us turn to the first mention of a household in scripture. We find this in Genesis 18.

				For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment…

				Genesis 18:19a,b

				Speaking to Abraham, the father of our faith, the Lord God identifies that first and foremost Abraham’s responsibility is to oversee his household in such a way that it would be a vessel within which the way of the Lord might be kept. The word to keep is again the word we came across for the first time in the garden with Adam and the word translated justice here actually means righteousness. A household for the presence, for relationship, for righteousness to be explored and developed. Indeed, a place for the way of the Lord, which for us is the way of the cross, to be kept and guarded. Is this not a wonderful description of what the church might be once more, even in our own time?

				It will also prove helpful to explore the extent to which the early church saw itself as a house bound 
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				entity. Indeed, as we will see, a few significant verses in the New Testament do describe the church in this way. Let us begin with the Lord’s own guidance for the seventy disciples that He sent out to take His message and ministry into the community.

				And if the son of peace 15 be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.

				Luke 10:6-7

				Jesus does seem to be suggesting that within communities the kingdom of God would be extended and find its expression in a household that had been marked out by Him for the purpose. The key being that His presence was a lived out reality by those who lived there. Indeed, in Capernaum the Apostle Peter’s house seems to have played such a focal point, perhaps this was where Jesus actually stayed. Today, there is even a modern church building that has been built over the visible remains of the former dwelling that is traditionally identified with Peter and his family. Moving on to story of the development of the early church in Acts, we read the following:

				And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
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				and in prayers. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart… 

				Acts 2: 42,47

				At this time, the believers are described as utilising two different places in which to gather, the temple courts and within their houses. Is this normative or just convenience? The prevailing view seems to be that meeting in homes was merely a stepping stone towards what later developed as church buildings. However, this process did take about four hundred years, largely due to the ongoing issue of state sanctioned persecution and the need to hide. Indeed, church buildings only became the norm following the conversion of Constantine and his establishment of Christianity as the religion of choice for the Roman Empire in 312AD.

				Might meeting in homes always have been the intention? Is this why we are being gently manoeuvred back to this reality once more?

				Paul, in his letters, describes the church both as the household of God 16 and as the household of faith 17. When he says household, does he mean it? Is the meeting place for God’s people meant to be within a household? In the early days, it does seem to be so. Several times in scripture the church is described as meeting in the home of a named person 18. The strongest indication that this was 
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				indeed the reality in the early church is found in the following verse:

				The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.

				1 Corinthians 16:19

				This important Godly couple, who feature significantly in the life of the early church, used their own home to accommodate the gathering of the body in their own community. Therefore, for us is it also back to the future in this regard? We would suggest that it is.

				Isaiah encourages us here when he prophetically declares the following:

				Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it… 

				Isaiah 65:8

				Indeed, is this a day for a new wine skin?19 As with the household of Obededom there is a place of blessing the Lord would encourage us to look for beyond the church walls. Instead it is time to even look at our own walls. Might this be a place within which the Ark of His presence might be placed for a season, this season.

				A time for the Ark to enter a household
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				A time to come into blessing/sanctification

				A time to experience the real thing (the positive presence of the living God)

				A time to develop a prophetic conversation with the King in terms of the times and the seasons

				A time to be prepared and made ready for the return to Jerusalem and for life in the Tabernacle of David within the Millennial reign of Christ

				And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness.

				Isaiah 16:5

				The journey home

				And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obededom into the city of David with gladness.

				2 Samuel 6:12

				This scripture provides us with the symbolic prophetic picture of the final stage in the journey for the true body of Christ. Indeed, a picture of the bride of Christ, who has been prepared and made ready for 
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				the return of the bridegroom.

				And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the LORD hath blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 

				Isaiah 61:9-10

				And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

				Isaiah 35:10

				In the next section, we will exploring the blessing of time spent in our own closet. This, for each of us, needs to become our own secret place of the Most High.20 It is important that we understand this more fully, before we move on to explore the blessing of the corporate tabernacle that the Lord has provided for us in His body. For as we have identified above, this is a journey through the wilderness within which we will be finding shelter in two different types of sukkah, one we will share with others, which is the 
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				rebuilt Tabernacle of David and the other we will be sharing with Father and the Godhead, which is our closet.

				One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. or in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 

				Psalm 27:4-6

				Notes

				1. Philippians 3:12

				2 .See Acts 15

				3. See Matthew 16:18

				4. See ‘‘Taking the Form of a Servant’: the Rebuilding of a Leadership Model for the Church Today’ by the same author, for a full scriptural exposition of this.

				5. Acts 2: 46

				6. See John 1: 12 and Matthew 5:9

				7. Galatians 6:10: household of faith; Ephesians 2:19: household of God

				8. To reiterate, we are using the narrative of the event that we are given in 2 Samuel 6. As stated above, we do understand that this account does differ from the one 

			

		

	
		
			
				27

			

		

		
			
				found in 1 Chronicles 14. However, our focus is on the detail and chronology that is provided for us here.

				9. Psalm 24: 1

				10. Hebrews 13: 8

				11. 2 Chronicles 7: 14

				13. 2 Samuel 6: 10b

				14. See Acts 15

				15. This phrase, the son of peace, is used uniquely here. Therefore, to whom is it referring? We are reminded here of the beatitudes and its culmination in a peacemaker who is then described as a child of God. Therefore, a mature follower of the Lord.

				16. Ephesians 2: 19

				17. Galatians 6: 10

				18. Acts 16: 15 the household of Lydia; Acts 17: 5 the household of Jason; Romans 16: 10 the household of Aristobulous; Romans 16: 11 the household of Narcissus; 1 Corinthians 1: 16 the household of Stephanas; Philippians 4: 22. The household of Caesar; 2 Timothy 4: 19 the household of Onesiphorus 

				19. Matthew 9:17; Mark 2: 22; Luke 5: 37, 38

				20. Psalm 91: 1
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				Appendix 

				A Story of Two Brides

				1. Michal the Reluctant Bride

				This journey into true discipleship is a journey of heart transformation. This journey is the journey of discipleship through which the Bride of Christ is prepared and made ready for the Lord’s return. In order that there will be an expression of His church which is both ‘glorious’ and ‘without spot or wrinkle’1 for whom He can return.

				Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

				1 Thessalonians 4:17

				A virginal bride, pure and holy, such as described by Paul in 2 Corinthians 11.

				For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

				2 Corinthians 11:2

				Sadly, what is the scriptural type of bride that 
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				is represented by the bride of David, Michal in the passage in 2 Samuel 6? Indeed, does the portrayal of Michal here provide us with a symbolic picture or type of a bride that we might liken to the religious church system in these last days? Indeed, a picture of a reluctant and confused bride who doesn’t seem to understand which way the spiritual wind is blowing. 

				Michal seems to have started well, as did the church, initially she is described as being in love with David. 

				And Michal Saul's daughter loved David: and they told Saul, and the thing pleased him.

				1 Samuel 18:20

				Sadly, within this tale hangs the ever-present shadow of her father, king Saul, and the one thing which pleased him was not so much the romance, but the opportunity that the young love provided for him to have David quickly and easily despatched. This can be seen by the strange dowry that Saul asked of David: one hundred Philistine foreskins. Clearly the scheming king never expected the young pretender to return from such a challenging task.

				Once married the situation didn’t improve as Saul used their marriage as a means by which he would have terminal access to his son in law.

				Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to 
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				watch him, and to slay him in the morning: and Michal David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life tonight, tomorrow thou shalt be slain. 1 

				1 Samuel 19:11

				Michal at this stage courageously protects her husband lowering him out of a window to safety. However, the scriptural record seems to suggest that she never escaped the influence of her manipulative father, who eventually farms her out to marry someone else, before David reclaims her as his wife after king Saul’s death which occurs shortly before the events we are exploring in 2 Samuel 6. Sadly this is a story of two windows. Through one she manages to save her husband and through the other she manages to show her derision for him.

				The problem for Michal seems to be that throughout her life she only found her identity and security in her father. We know this because whenever she is mentioned in scripture she is identified as Saul’s daughter. 2 Indeed, the only time in scripture where she is described as David’s wife is in 1 Samuel 19:11 where she is actually protecting David by lowering him through the window. Therefore, her defining identity is as Saul’s daughter.

				She sadly identified with where she had been rather than with where she might have been going.

				How about us? In what or with whom do we define ourselves? Where do we find our security; in the flesh or in the spirit? In Christ or in our self-pride? In Christ or in the church based religious system in which 
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				we function? Where do we find our identity? Do we identify more with where we have been rather than the hope of where we are going? Are we chained to the past or are we free to embrace the future? As a scriptural type what do we make of the figure of Michal? There is certainly a case to be made for her being typical of the end time apostate religious order, the harlot church which is part of Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots.

				And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

				Revelation 18:4
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